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Dear Friends, 

As the President of Manos Unidas, it’s a great pleasure for

me to tell you about the activities carried out in 2017, thanks

to the support of thousands of people ready and willing to

take their commitment to the underprivileged beyond our

frontiers. These pages are just a sample of our ongoing work

and effort thanks to which we have been able to reach, from

every corner of Spain, the remotest of places in dozens of

countries inhabited by those whom Pope Francis called “sur-

plus” in a society where individualism and lack of solidarity

prevail.

“The world doesn’t need more food. It needs more committed people,” is the

slogan of the 2017 campaign, in which Manos Unidas has confronted hunger

from our commitment to the defence of the right to food and sustainable pro-

duction and consumption relations.

We have worked for twelve months to make our message firm and steadfast

commitment in the fight against hunger and poverty, because the shameful

figures of hunger in the world cry out for condemnation, action and changes

of attitude in our lifestyle.

Manos Unidas has been rebelling against the terrible reality of hunger in the

world for many years, combating a scourge that affects the present and future

lives of more than 800 million people. We are claiming, on their behalf, an active

commitment to end hunger; all hunger that prevents people all over the globe

from advancing in their own development in fair and decent conditions.

In a world of abundance in which there is food for all, we cannot allow millions

of people to go to bed every night wondering if they will get something to eat

the next day. So, at Manos Unidas we have endeavoured to make the com-

mitment and the confidence placed in us by thousands of people -including

our more than 76,000 members- materialize in 570 development projects that

have led to a change in the lives of nearly 1.7 million people in 59 American,

Asian and African countries.

We have worked enthusiastically and confidently to achieve this, while keep-

ing in mind the austerity and transparency criteria that have characterized

our Organization since it was founded.

And as we are convinced that, with the commitment of all, we shall bring an

end to the frontiers of hunger in the world, we ask you to please continue sup-

porting our work and spreading our message of denunciation and hope.

To you all, as always, THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart.

Clara Pardo
President of Manos Unidas

Letter from the President
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Manos Unidas is the Spanish Catholic Church Organisation

for the aid, promotion and development of the most 

disfavoured and developing countries. It is at the same time 

a Catholic, secular, non-profit Non-Governmental 

Development Organisation (NGDO), made up of volunteers. 

It is our mission to fight against poverty, famine, 

nutritional deficiency, disease and lack of education; 

and to work to eradicate the structural causes producing them:

injustice, unequal distribution of goods and opportunities among

people and communities, ignorance, prejudices, lack of solidarity,

indifference and the crisis of human and Christian values.
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In 1955 the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations 

declared “war against hunger”. In 1959 the call was seconded 

in Spain by the Catholic Action Women, constituting the 

“Campaign Against Hunger in Spain”, which later would

become known as Manos Unidas.



Thanks to the more than 5,000 volunteers, 
most of them women, the work of the Central 
Services and Manos Unidas delegations has been 
possible. Volunteers still make up an essential 
component of our identity and are one of our main 
assets. They are present in all areas of the 
Organisation, both at the executive and 
technical levels, in our awareness-raising and 
development cooperation tasks. At the end of 2017,
Manos Unidas had 5,160 volunteers, 
more than 97% of the people working in 
the Organisation.

During the same period, Manos Unidas had 140 hired
workers and with the support of 76,081 partners 
and collaborators, whose economic contributions 
were the Organisation’s largest source of income.

We would also like to highlight the work of our more 
than 400 local partners -including NGOS, religious 
congregations, associations, cooperatives, etc.-, 
who implement the development projects and 
with which Manos Unidas maintains ongoing
communication and coordination.

To all of them: volunteers, hired staff, members 
and collaborators... Thank you so much!

OUR HUMAN TeAM
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5,160 volunteers

76,081 members and collaborators

140 hired workers
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GOVeRNING BODIeS

72 Diocesan Delegate-Presidents 1 Representative from the Central Services

The General Assembly is the supreme governing body of Manos Unidas. 
It meets twice a year.

The Standing Committee is the governing body that, subordinated to the General Assembly and 
following its guidelines, directs Manos Unidas operations. It meets once a month. 

President
Clara Pardo

Councillor
Mons. Carlos Escribano

Vice-councillor
José Antonio Álvarez

Vice-president
Guadalupe Sierra

Secretary
José Valero

Treasurer
Genaro Seoane

Sec. Gen. of Catholic Action
Vacant

5 President-Delegates 
of the General Assembly 

Josefa Ribas, Encarnación Pérez,
Joan Martí, Elena Garvía, 
Eladio Seco-Herrera

3 Central Services
Representatives: 
Macarena Aguirre,
Isabel Vogel, 
Julián Jiménez

STANDING COMMITTEE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Standing CommitteePresident

The diocesan structure of Manos Unidas means we are

very close to people, institutions, parishes, networks,

enterprises and public bodies that support us in hun-

dreds of towns and cities all over Spain.

The Central Services, with headquarters in Madrid, and

the 72 diocesan Delegations share two complementary

lines of work: raising the awareness of the Spanish

population on the causes of hunger and its possible

solutions, and fundraising for financing development

plans, projects and programmes in the countries of the

South.

For Manos Unidas, working with other organisations
is key to be able to offer global responses to hunger
and poverty; issues for which the coordination and
the generation of partnerships is essential. There-
fore, we are members of the following national and
international networks and agencies: Therefore, we
are present in the following different national and
international networks and organisations:

l Asociación española de Fundraising. 

l CIDSe. Catholic International Cooperation   
for Development and Solidarity.

l CONCORD. Confederation for Cooperation 
of Relief and Development NGOs.

l CONGDe. Coordinadora de ONG para 
el desarrollo de España.

l Consejo Nacional de Misiones. 

l Dicasterio para el Servicio al Desarrollo 
Humano Integral. 

l enlázate por la Justicia. 

l Fondo de Nueva evangelización.

l Foro de Laicos. 

l Fundación Sur. 

l Observatorio de Responsabilidad Social 
Corporativa.  

l Pacto Mundial.

l Plataforma del Voluntariado en españa.

l WUCWO. World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organisations.
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Management Secretary
Technical Secretary

DIOCeSAN DeLeGATIONS

MANAGeMeNT BODy

Vice-President/Vice-Delegate Secretary

DIOCESAN MANAGEMENT TEAM

TreasurerPresident/Delegate

Central Services are the technical and management services in charge of 
implementing the agreements adoptated by the Association’s governing bodies.

Resources & HR 
Administration Dept.

Communicacion and
Public Presence Dept.

Delegations Area

Projects Area
education for 

Development Dept.
Financial Management &

Planning Dept.

CENTRAL SERVICES

President
Clara Pardo

Secretary General
Ricardo Loy
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Manos Unidas, inspired by the ethical value of solidarity, 

the Gospel and the Social Doctrine of the Church,

maintains two lines of work:

l Raising the awareness and denouncing the existence 

of hunger and poverty, their causes and 

possible remedies.

l Obtaining economic means to finance the programmes, 

plans and comprehensive development projects aimed 

at dealing with these needs.
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One of the main tasks of Manos Unidas is to denounce and 
make the Spanish society aware of the existence of hunger 
as part of the daily life of around 800 million people, 
and work to combat the causes, providing the best solutions.
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In 2017, Manos Unidas continued working within the

framework of “Confront Hunger!”, the three-year plan ini-

tiated in 2016. In this second year we wanted to highlight

the relation between hunger and food loss and waste

that currently affects one-third of world production. This

waste and squandering of the resources used in produc-

tion (water, energy, fertilizers, labour), directly affect the

increase in food prices. This causes what St. John Paul II

called the “paradox of plenty”, a scandal for humanity:

there is enough food on the Earth to feed everyone, but

more than 800 million people go hungry. A significant

part of such waste is produced in the North, in our homes,

and all of us can do something to prevent it.

Our 2017 campaign slogan precisely seeks to highlight the

scandal of waste. Using the slogan “The world doesn’t

need more food. It needs more committed people”, we

are saying it will be impossible to end hunger without our

personal commitment.

We also stress that it is necessary to change many of the

structures which currently prevent food reaching every-

body: the misuse of food and energy resources, an eco-

nomic system that favours food speculation and in which

profit has priority over people and, above all, our way of

life and consumption in accordance with a model that ex-

cludes and impoverishes millions of people.
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In 2017 we opened our new Delegation in Terrassa, with

which we now have 72 Delegations that organize Manos

Unidas’ work all over the national territory. Thanks to all

the people, organizations and companies that collaborate

with the Delegations it is possible to undertake awareness

and fund-raising activities that constitute the foundation

of our development cooperation work in the countries of

the South.

In addition to the regular activities carried out by the

Delegations, we must highlight the imagination, effort and
engagement of thousands of volunteers during the launch

of the Manos Unidas’ annual campaign in February. During

that month we were supported by the presence and partic-

ipation of dozens of representatives from local organiza-

tions we work with in the South, which were a living testi-

mony for the media, public institutions, schools, parishes

and social and cultural environments all over Spain n

More information on the work carried out by the Delegations 
on the Manos Unidas website.

Link Operation is an activity aimed at connecting in-

dividuals or groups (schools, universities, parishes, busi-

nesses, professional associations) of Spanish society with

one or several of the Manos Unidas projects supports in

the South. In 2017, 424 Link Operations were carried out,

making the Spanish population more aware of how the

communities we support live, and promoted the raising of

funds to finance the “linked” project and others promoted

by Manos Unidas.

Through direct and private funding, 35 projects were

also funded directly by individuals and entities that allo-

cated funds to specific initiatives (Direct Way) n

Link Operation

35 calls for projects
approved through Direct Way

Companies
In 2017 we strengthened our collaboration with companies

thanks to the participation of employees in calls for proposals. An

example of this are the nearly 1,200 employees who proposed various

projects to their companies and voted which one should be supported

with funds donated by the company. In this way, companies promote

corporate social responsibility among its employees, raise awareness

on the situation of communities in the South, and resources are ob-

tained to continue our development cooperation work n
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Nearly 23,000

parishes all over 

Spain are the work

scenario for Manos

Unidas since Catholic

Action women

launched the first

Campaign Against

Hunger in 1959.

Through parishes, 

we offer Christian

communities a 

channel for commitment and

awareness. In 2017, the 72 Manos Unidas

delegations spread our annual Campaign messages 

in order to raise awareness among parishioners and 

offer proposals for changing values, attitudes 

and behaviours at a personal and structural level. 
Christian teaching materials were developed 

and activities organized such as charity dinners, 

exhibitions, storytelling, screenings, conferences, 

concerts, vigils and prayers n

Parishes

Delegations

424 Link Operations
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In the VIII edition of the
Manos Unidas’ Clipmetra-

jes Festival, under the slo-

gan “We devour the pla-

net!”, the videos entering

the competition showed

how “our way of eating

uses up all the resources

and is the cause of hunger”, with the aim of raising

awareness and studying in depth the relation between

our consumption model and hunger in impoverished

communities. A total of 1,166 videos took part in this

edition (1,049 in the Schools Category and 117 in the

General Category) there being and a significant in-

crease of Primary School participants n

clipmetrajesmanosunidas.org

Once again, this year’s edition of the Manos Unidas Awards -

which have been presented for more than 30 years- rewarded those

works which, from schools and the media, inform us of the reality of

the most disadvantaged communities. On this occasion, the Organ-

ization recognized the career of the journalist Carmen Sarmiento

with the “Manos Unidas” Special Award; Alejandro Martinez received

the Photojournalism award; Lola Hierro and Rocío Periago the Press

award; Nieves Sanchez received the Poster Award for Children and

Young People, and Ainhoa Couceiro and Andrea Zamboran shared

the Short Story award n

Communication and
public presence

Our Campaign messages reached hundreds of thou-

sands of people through printed publications, videos, edu-

cational resources, spots and numerous activities promoted

by the Delegations. Special mention should be made of the

radio spot that received the Best Radio Spot Award in the

NGO category at the International Educational Advertising

Festival.

2017 marked the

50th anniversary of

the Manos Unidas’

magazine, reaching a

circulation of almost

400,000 copies. We

also made four field

trips with journalists

to show them our

work and, as a result

of our collaboration

with the media,

nearly 30,000 news

items on Manos U-

nidas appeared in

the written media. 

Our website and social network activity continued to

grow, reaching 90,000 followers on Facebook, 36,000 on

Twitter and 2,300 on Instagram, especially improving our

presence on YouTube, where we doubled the number of

subscribers and had nearly half a million views n

La Noche de Cadena 100 was held on the 25th of March, an

event that combined music, with the participation of artists

such as Rosario, Rosana, David Bisbal, Melendi, Estopa, Amaral

and La Oreja de Van Gogh. The 2017 edition aimed at raising

the awareness on the refugees’ situation and funds to support

more than 300 Syrian and Iraqi children who receive care and

training at the centres of the Fratelli Association, Manos Uni-

das’ local partner in Lebanon n
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Manos Unidas and Cadena 100 
support Syrian and Iraqi refugees

In 2017 we started a new line of action with the twofold pur-

pose of exposing the reality of the communities we work with and

financially support some of their production projects. Last year we

distributed 800 cloth bags made by women at the Navalyoti Dan

centre in India, where they receive psychological and health sup-

port and take part in literacy, sewing and dressmaking workshops;

as well as nearly 700 bags and 340 cases made by the women at

the Kalasanz centre in Senegal. Thanks to this initiative, we were

able to raise awareness on the situation of these women and do-

nate all the funds raised to these centres n

Solidarity articles supporting
communities in the South

Manos Unidas Awards 2017

Clipmetrajes
VIII Festival 
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With the aim of raising awareness and informing Spanish society on

the situation of the people we support in the South, throughout 2017 we

initiated various communication actions. In spring, thanks to the
#NoSonHeroes (They Aren’t Heroes) campaign, we told the stories of

Ancy, Aracely, Marcel, Paulino, Rolando, Rosina, a small sample of the

many missionaries who, every day, with the support of Manos Unidas,

work for a more just world, making it possible to care for abandoned chil-

dren, build health centres, empower women, provide access to water in

the most difficult places, etc. To-

wards the end of the year,

through the #Dales-Esperanza

(Give them Hope) campaign, we

revealed the harsh reality of

hundreds of children in Guate-

mala and asked our members

for their commitment to sup-

port Comunidad Esperanza,

Manos Unidas’ local partner in

the municipality of Cobán, in its

task of caring for young people

at risk due to their work in the

municipal dump, extreme po-

verty and family breakdown. In

November we also launched

the 5th edition of “24 Hours”

with the slogan #EnciendeTu-

Compromiso (LightUpYour-

Commitment), a global aware-

ness-raising campaign in which Manos Unidas Delegations organized 35

activities all over Spain with the support of 36 collaborating entities, and

more than 1,000 photos were received from around the world to partici-

pate in the “Enciende la llama” (“Ignite the flame”) action n

In 2017 Manos Unidas continued to participate in the
CIDSE campaign “Change for the Planet, Care for the Peo-

ple”, which aims at showing the public that the change our

world needs begins with ourselves, our lifestyle, as well as

our production and consumption habits and attitudes. In

its second year, the campaign focused on the relationship

between  the food we produce and consume and our

lifestyle through three main activities: the production and

dissemination of 8 videos with “stories of change”; a photo

contest; and the organization of a youth camp in Portugal,

in order to raise awareness on and to debate on the real

possibilities of transforming our lifestyles and achieving a

more just and sustainable world n

Change for the Planet
Care for the People

Other campaigns

Manos Unidas also participated in the campaign,

“If you take care of the planet, you fight poverty” or-

ganized by the Catholic associations Enlázate por la

Justicia. The campaign is inspired on Pope Francis’

Laudato Si Encyclical, which highlights the connec-

tions between the fight against poverty and the sus-

tainability of our planet, inviting us all to an “ecologi-

cal conversion” that will help to change our way of liv-

ing and caring for the planet. Throughout 2017 we

have conveyed the central messages of the Encyclical

through various educational and awareness-raising

materials. The campaign has become an axis of inspi-

ration that has allowed us to disseminate the con-

tents in our dioceses, parishes and schools, as well as

enhance our network work and achieve political im-

pact with campaign-related issues n

enlazateporlajusticia.org

manosunidas.ongd

@ManosUnidasONGD

Channel: Manos Unidas

@manosunidas

Our social networks

manosunidas.org/campana-cambiemos-por-el-planeta

If you take care of the planet,
you fight poverty
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Manos Unidas’ fight against poverty materialized this year in

570 new projects in different areas. These include emergency

interventions and education, health, agricultural and social de-

velopment projects. The last group involves projects in favour

of women’s rights; initiatives promoting human rights and en-

hancing civil society; income-generating projects and actions

that promote the proper management of the environment

against climate change.

Manos Unidas designed and approved these projects together

with local secular or religious organizations to support 1,682,397

people. Of these, 43% are women, indicating how women are

still invisible in certain contexts and, we must, therefore, con-

tinue to support the struggle for their rights. Another large part

of our project beneficiaries are children and young people who

require training and support so they can be the driving force of

their societies in the coming years. Human rights’ defenders,

a highly-threatened group, also deserve a special mention,

which is supported by Manos Unidas and its local partners in

several Latin American countries.

In 2017 we worked with more than 400 local partners, which

are essential for the development of the most impoverished

communities. Therefore, one of our strategic goals is the

strengthening of our partners and coming into contact with

new organizations that are able to address the new challenges

affecting rural and urban areas.

The total cost of the projects approved in 59 countries was
€38,524,002. About half of these funds were allocated to in-

terventions in Africa, a continent with the lowest development

indices in the world and that faces the terrible consequences

of climate change, such as the recurrent droughts that hit the

Horn of Africa.

Among the most significant results of our work in 2017 we

must highlight the empowerment of young people and wo-

men in Paraguay and Sierra Leone to generate resources and im-

prove their conditions of life; access to quality education for

girls in different regions of India; the implementation of basic

health services for more isolated communities in the Middle East,

Benin and Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the strength-

ening of the peace culture in the Philippines and Morocco.

These are just a few examples of cooperation work in which
the real protagonists are the local population, for whose rights

Manos Unidas fights and will continue to fight to achieve a

more just and equitable world.
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From Manos Unidas we continue to combat hunger and support the most vulnerable 
populations on the planet through local organizations with whom we work in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. True to our principles, during 2017 we gave priority to our work
with the most isolated communities, which have a lowest Human Development Index 
and which do not receive any other aid. We support women and men who live in 
conditions of extreme poverty and risk of exclusion, promoting rights inherent 
to every person regardless of sex, race, colour and religion.
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570 projects

1,682,397 people directly supported

59 countries

€ 38,524,001.97 investment



Manos Unidas’ Projects a     

In 2017 Manos Unidas has approved
a total of 570 projects in 59 countries, 
for a sum of 38,524,001.97 euros.

We also continue to give financial support 
to projects from previous years.
In 2017, the total number of projects has been 894
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AgRicultuRe
Amount: €11,892,788.40

126,202 beneficiaries

114 projects
educAtion

Amount : €10,247,595.2
90,624 beneficiaries

199 projects
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% PROJECTS 
BY SECTORS

Education
35%

Healthcare
19%

Social
14%

Agriculture
20%

women
12%



   around the World in 2017
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SociAl
Amount : €5,724,885.69 

590,725 beneficiaries

79 projects

  3
 

women
Amount : €4,420,810.23

110,206 beneficiaries

68 projects
heAlthcARe

Amount : €6,237,922.42
764,640 beneficiaries

110 projects
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% PROJECTS 
BY CONTINENTS

Africa
50%

America
24%

Asia
26%
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In 2017, the situation in Africa remained similar to that of

the previous year. Although it has an enormous amount of

natural resources and fertile arable land, for a large part of

the population, access to basic rights is still not a reality,

and the majority of its 1,200 million inhabitants live on

barely $1 a day.

Climate change has had disastrous effects in countries such

as Kenya or Ethiopia, where the persistent drought has se-

riously affected food security. The situation made it neces-

sary for us to implement more water access projects and in-

crease the number of emergency interventions to deliver

basic necessities and food to the communities.

The armed conflict in South Sudan, Democratic Republic of

the Congo and Somalia led to famine, massive displace-

ment of population and regional instability, as well as traf-

ficking and exploitation of minors and women. On the other

hand, traditionally stable countries such as Burkina Faso

suffered attacks and raids by radical jihadist groups from
Mali and Niger. However, and despite the difficulties, we

also saw an empowerment of the civil society in countries

such as Kenya, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Zim-

babwe, where citizens rose up against democratic deficien-

cies and abuse of power on the part of their rulers. 

To address the challenges on the continent, Manos Unidas

continued its work in the areas of education and vocational

training, health and access to water, as well as in the pro-

motion of sustainable agriculture through appropriate pro-

duction techniques, diversified crops to improve nutrition,

the rational use of water and the promotion of marketing

by associations and cooperatives that renewed future

prospects for a mainly young population. 

The most effective tool to promote development continued

to be education. From pre-school to vocational training, we

have increased the volume of projects and investment to

€7,215,920. Women deserve special attention due to their

situation of inequality and exclusion. To do this, we have

implemented initiatives to raise awareness, training pro-

grammes and income-generating projects to promote their

autonomy and empowerment. In addition, the vocational

training projects aimed at teachers and health workers re-

sult in a higher quality of education and health care.

Young people were another priority group in our work. Manos

Unidas promoted the strengthening of their own identity,

gender equity, the prevention of all forms of violence, the

implementation of employment schemes and the defence

of their rights and their capacity to transform their societies.

16

24 year-old Saman has a beautiful smile and a small sewing workshop, thanks to which
she can earn a living and satisfy her basic needs.  She was lucky to marry the man of her
choice, and in the photograph was expecting her first child. “If my baby is a girl, I don’t
want her to suffer the hardships I’ve gone through. I want her to study and always be
happy”, she said. Saman is one of many girls who run away from home to avoid being
forced into an arranged marriage and that, thanks to a project supported by Manos
Unidas, have been able to learn a trade and face the future with optimism and hope.

Saman Bariki, beneficiary of the Saint Joseph Okedama girls’ centre in Parakou, Benin).

Supporting the autonomy and empowerment of women
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285projects
15,958,421.98 euros

33 countries
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Morocco 7

Mauritania
11

Ghana 3

Sierra Leone 12

Senegal 10

Cameroon
23

Central African
Rep.
1

Côte
d’Ivoire

4

Mali
5

Benin 
15

Chad
7

Nigeria
1

Burkina
Faso
25

South
Sudan
5

Sudan
3

Ethiopia
14

Dem. Rep.
of Congo
14

Angola
9

Zambia
12

Tanzania
10

Kenya
16

Uganda
11

Madagascar
Lesotho
1

Rwanda 5

Malawi 11

Burundi 1

Somalia 3 

Zimbabwe
6

Mozambique
14

Egypt
4

Eritrea 2 
Togo
10

10
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44 %

23 %
12 %
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“In very little time we’ve made substantial progress and improved our 
families’ nutrition. We now have a farming committee with 32 members from
three communities and we’ve improved production and commercialization
thanks to the conservation and increase of pasture areas and the development
of nutritional supplements for the livestock. In addition, as a result of 
organized labour we members feel more like a family now.”

Jesús Ever Zabala, member of the small-scale 
farmers committee of San Esteban Catarina (El Salvador).

Supporting small farmersM
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(by number of projects)

Agriculture

48 %

23 %

Social
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Mexico
5

Guatemala 17

El Salvador 7

Honduras
8
Nicaragua 7

Panama 2

Ecuador
7

Dominican Rep. 3

Haiti 16

Cuba 1

135projects
13,231,400.36 euros

15 countries

Colombia
6

Brazil
9

Bolivia
16

Paraguay
6

Peru
25
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2017 was marked by inequality and the persistence of political conflict

in practically all countries of Latin America, which led to an increase 

of the percentage of the population living in extreme poverty or being highly

vulnerable. However, it is extremely encouraging to see how many voices, 

especially the Church, cried out against the injustice, in defence of the most

threatened sectors: peasants, indigenous people and women. These groups

have become increasingly more capable of building partnerships, 

as a result of which their interests are gradually taking on more 

importance in the eyes of society.

Last year we saw the rise in repatriations in inhumane conditions (Haiti, 

Central America or Mexico), desperate migration (Venezuela) or the expulsion

of indigenous peoples from their territories (Brazil and Peru). In the face of this

reality, we increased our support for the generation of sustainable livelihoods

through the promotion of environmental-focused production projects 

and strengthened dialogue between communities and authorities in order 

to improve access to education, health, water or food.

Furthermore, both in Spain and in the countries with which we collaborate, 

we have raised awareness on the situation of the most excluded communities,

as well as the solutions offered by the latter to be the protagonists of their 

own development. It is important to note that, in addition to these lines 

of action, in all projects we specifically address the situation of women

since they frequently suffer greater discrimination in the community 

and their priorities remain invisible.

In the production sector, we have worked with small farmers to improve 

production techniques -making the most of seeds, fertilizers or natural 

defences against pests-, in the implementation of diversified crops that will

guarantee food security and access to markets, in the rational use of water 

and the strengthening of partnerships.

With regard to access to basic social services, we have contributed to the 

training of teachers, adult literacy, training of medical personnel, 

implementation of mobile clinics and the creation of health committees. 

In addition, we promote access to water and sanitation through 

the construction of infrastructures and sound fair management.

With the aim of encouraging the active participation of the beneficiary 

population, we collaborate with communities that are threatened -by 

drug trafficking-related interests, by pressure from large companies 

on natural resources or by government neglect- in the training of leaders, 

supporting denunciation initiatives and participating in networks and 

national and international forums and networks.
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India
129

Iraq
1

Lebanon 5

1
Jordan

Philippines 3

Timor 1

Vietnam 1

Cambodia
5

Thailand
1

Israel 2

Palestine 1

150projects
9,334,179.63 euros

11 countries

20

mAin SectoRS
(by number of projects)

education

41 %

19 % 13 %

healthcare
women



On a global level, during 2017 we continued to face 

great challenges in terms of climate change, refugees 

and forced migration, trafficking in persons, the difficulty

of access to quality education... However, we have also

seen the fruits of our work carried out together with our

local partners in the agricultural sector; a sector that in 

recent years has been growing in importance, 26 % of 

our funds being allocated to Asia in 2017.

In India, which concentrates most of the funds we 

allocate to the continent, we have seen the gap grow 

between “rich and poor” and discrimination toward 

minorities, especially to Christians. In order to reduce

these inequalities, we have worked on the training 

and empowerment of women; with “outcasts” through

educational initiatives and community strengthening;

with “tribal” communities, thanks to projects that 

favour their participation and education, and with street

children, through projects that seek their reintegration

and the prevention of trafficking in persons.

In Southeast Asia, the extreme drought of 2016 and 

the consequences of “El Niño” worsened the living 

conditions of the more vulnerable population living in rural

areas. Within this context, Manos Unidas has carried out

interventions aimed at improving the resilience of the

population in Cambodia and Vietnam and the adoption 

of agricultural practices adapted to the circumstances

caused by climate change. 2017 was also the year of 

the violent expulsion of the Rohingya population from

Myanmar and of the martial law decreed by the 

government of the Philippines on the island of Mindanao

following the take-over of Marawi City by militias 

supported by the Islamic State (ISIS). In this country,

where we have been working for years to promote t

he construction of peace in Mindanao, in 2017 we 

specifically focused our efforts to cover the housing 

needs of the displaced population because of the 

previous escalation of violence in 2013 that 

resulted in the destruction of large areas of 

the city of Zamboanga. 

In the Middle East we continue working with Syrian 

and Iraqi refugees in Lebanon and Jordan through 

projects mainly aimed at women and children.

Thanks to the wide experience of our local partners 

in the field of education, we are achieving that many

young Syrians can go back to or start schooling that 

had been truncated by the war, and many are even 

being integrated into the Lebanese educational system. 

Manos Unidas has also supported this afflicted population

through vocational training and health and psychological

programmes. Special mention should also be made 

of our work in Palestine, where we continue 

to support the disadvantaged population 

through psychological help and healthcare 

projects at hospitals and mobile health 

camps targeting rural areas.
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“It’s very hard when you lose everything. My parents, my brother,
my sister and I fled from Syria in 2013 because of the war. 
The “Fratelli Project” helps me a lot: we have fun, we dance, 
we do sport and they teach us many useful things. The educational 
support I receive is the most important of all, but there are also 
leisure activities, friends, a friendly and open environment, 
educators, teachers... and brothers Miquel and Andrés!”

Hanan, a Syrian refugee girl who receives support from Manos Unidas’ 
local partner the Fratelli Association in Lebanon.

Supporting the refugee population

M
an

os
 U

n
id

as
/M

ar
ta

 C
ar

re
ñ

o



Manos Unidas is a development NGO whose work focuses primarily on the medium and long term, 
on development initiatives that seek the autonomy of the communities with which it collaborates. 
However, our continued support in the field thanks to local organisations with which we work and 
our ability to immediately send funds, meant that in 2017 we were able to meet the urgent needs 
of those people and communities most affected by different disasters and humanitarian crises. 

As well, last year we supported more than 185,000 people through 34 emergency projects for 
a total sum of €1,981,976. 

Africa

Asia
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€1,026,421

projects

157,260 people supported

6 €615,718 
projects

20,922 people supported

America 10
€339,787

projects

7,171people supported

Our work in 2017 was marked by severe drought, insecurity and conflict

that resulted in the massive displacement of people forced to leave 

their homes. In the case of South Sudan, the lack of protection and food

insecurity gave rise to one of the most serious refugee crises of today. 

To remedy this situation, we supported two emergency projects with

€100,000 that allowed to distribute water, food and essential household

items to 2,500 people in the refugee camps in neighbouring Uganda,

where more than one million South Sudanese refugees, 

mostly women and children, live.

In Kenya, where the vast majority of the population depends on 

agriculture and livestock, as well as the regular rain seasons, 

we supported the delivery of food to more than 73,000 people 

affected by drought, through five projects with a value of €444,676.

We also supported emergency projects in ethiopia (4), 
Madagascar (1), Democratic Republic of the Congo (1), 
Sierra Leone (1), Somalia (3) and South Sudan (1).

We also supported three more emergency projects in India.

In the Philippines, Manos Unidas assigned €467,919 to the construction of an

organic farming training institute that was completely destroyed by Typhoon

Yolanda and that will also be used as an evacuation centre in the event 

of a typhoon or an earthquake, to the benefit of 1,850 people.

Due to the serious floods in the region of Bihar, India, we have supported 1,000

families through the provision of basic food, clothing, medicine and tarpaulins

with a project amounting to €54,000. In Jordan, we approved an emergency 

intervention of €50,079 for the medical and hospital care of 500 people among
highly vulnerable Syrian refugees and Jordanian population, as well as for the

distribution of essential commodities such as milk, nappies or instruments 

required for paediatric care.

In order to support almost 3,500 people in Haiti, Manos Unidas 4 approved emergency

projects amounting to €181,643 to boost manufacturing revival in the communities

affected by Hurricane Mathew and restore the crops destroyed by the torrential rains

associated with Hurricane Irma.

The disaster caused by “El Niño” in the north of Peru led us to support 930 families

in the reconstruction of homes, the cleaning of accesses to the communities, 

the training of emergency squads to facilitate the work of civil defence personnel and

the delivery of medicines and toiletry and water disinfection kits. This intervention

was distributed in 4 projects amounting to €112,736.

We also supported two emergency projects in Guatemala.
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«The commitment of this 
great Manos Unidas family 
must continue to bear fruit»

W
hy
 d
o

W
E
 D
O
 IT
?

Every year Manos Unidas fulfils a major task. The infor-

mation we can read on these pages reflects the efforts of so

many people committed to others, who, in most cases, carry

out their work discreetly and extremely efficiently, with gene-

rosity and dedication. This shows us the dynamism of a

Catholic Church association is clear about who needs help,

materializing this assistance in the projects and actions

turned into facts and figures on these pages.

In them we can imagine the face of many people who re-

ceive, through the help of so many benefactors, a caress from

God. In all Spanish Dioceses people from the great Manos

Unidas family work around the clock month-by-month think-

ing of others: the careful and laborious preparation of the an-

nual campaign; solidarity activities organized during the year

and that show an almost infinite creativity arising from the

commitment of our voluntary workers; awareness-raising ac-

tions through multiple initiatives and teaching materials that

move the hearts of children, young and old, at schools and

parishes, and sensitizes them, setting aside the indifference

to the weaker parts of society and making them want to

commit themselves seriously to them.

In recent years, Manos Unidas, in some way, has wished

to go back to its origins and once again focus on its task in

the fight against hunger. Yes, hunger still affects many of our

brothers and sisters in the world and must be addressed in a

way that doesn’t lead us to indifference and we must feel

their needs as something for which we are really responsible.

Remember Pope Francis in his message to FAO: “A glance at

the current world situation does not offer us a very comforting

picture. Yet we cannot remain merely preoccupied or, worse,

resigned. This moment of evident difficulty must make us

even more conscious that hunger and malnutrition are not

only natural or structural phenomena in determined geo-

graphical areas, but the result of a more complex condition

of underdevelopment caused by the indifference of many or

the selfishness of a few”.

The description of this situation beseeches us as persons

and believers. In that sense, the slogan of the 2017 Campaign

was eloquent: “The world does not need more food. It needs

more committed people”. Yes, we need the commitment of

all: “The Holy See closely follows the work of the international

community and wishes to assist its efforts to promote not

mere progress or development goals in theory, but rather the

actual elimination of hunger and malnutrition. All of us rea-

lize that the intention to provide everyone with his or her daily

bread is not enough. Rather, there is a need to recognize that

all have a right to it and they must therefore benefit from it.

If the goals we continue to propose still remain distant, that

is largely dependent on the lack of a culture of solidarity,

which fails to make headway amid other international acti-

vities, which often remain bound only to the pragmatism of

statistics or the desire for efficiency that lacks the idea of

sharing”. Engaged people who generate this culture of soli-

darity as the Pope conveyed in his message to FAO.

And that is what, in my opinion, is conveyed in these

pages. Work, projects, hopes, in short, people who with their

work, efforts and savoir-faire show us how to effectively

build a culture of solidarity, becoming a sign of the credibility

of the Catholic Church.

Manos Unidas’ work is still very necessary. The commit-

ment of all those making up this great Manos Unidas family

must continue to bear fruit. We must thank the whole Or-

ganization for its work and the multiple tasks carried out.

From the commitment of those who collaborate and work at

the Central Services to simpler and apparently more hidden

tasks developed by all our Delegations. Thank you for so

much dedication and effort. Many thanks and keep it up!

+ Carlos Escribano Subías

Bishop of Calahorra & La Calzada-Logroño

Manos Unidas Councillor
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in 2017

from our members
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transparency
Manos Unidas is an organisation strongly committed to the TRANSPARENCY of its funds; it
is one of our values as an institution and a faithful reflection of our accountability to society
that trusts us.

Manos Unidas complies with 

all transparency and best 

practice requirements 

established by Fundación Lealtad.

Manos Unidas has been 

designated by the Spanish

Agency for International 

Development 

Cooperation as a

qualified body to

receive funding.

Manos Unidas

complies with 

all transparency

tool and best 

requirements established 

by the Spanish NGDO 

Coordinator.

Our accounts have been audited by Espaudit Gabinete de Auditoría S.A.
(See page 26)
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€48,652,692 raised

87.3% of the income comes from the private sector

39.6% of the income comes

90.1% allocated to manos unidas’ Aims

and 12.7% from the public sector

85.2% to Development Projects and 4.9% to Awareness-raising



SOURCE OF INCOME

totAl income 2017: 48,652,692.-

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES

(1) Includes private donations, organisations and foundations, 
companies and anonymous entities.

(2) Includes extraordinary results, refund/cancellation of subsides 
granted in previous years, positive exchange differences and applied provisions.

(3) This figure correspond to the projects approved, 
plus the annuities of the different agreements supported by AECID.

* The surplus of the year 2017 shall be allocated to the approval of new projects in 2018.

EXPENSES ALLOCATION CRITERIA
The costs are divided among those allocated to Manos Unidas’ Aims and Operating Costs.

Schools, Emergencies,
Awareness-raising projects,
Private subventions,
Financial income and
Other private income.

SOURCE OF INCOME

Private Public

Manos Unidas’ Aims Others

EXPENSES ALLOCATION

Awareness-raising

Administration
and Structure

Promotion
and Income Raising

Members and donors (1)

Parishes and Religious Institutions

Schools

Emergencies

Inheritances and bequests

Others

TOTAL PRIVATe SeCTOR

19,056,397.-

9,943,014.-

1,037,381.-

670,619.-

8,391,219.-

2,907,094.-

42,005,724.-

Private Income: 87.3%

Spanish Agency for International 

Development Cooperation (AECID)

Local and Regional Administration

TOTAL PUBLIC SeCTOR

INCOMe RAISeD 

OTHeR INCOMe (2)

2,172,727.-

3,951,849.-

6,124,576.-

48,130,300.-

522,392.-

Public Income: 12.7%

Awareness-raising

Development projects (3)

Projects management

TOTAL MANOS UNIDAS’ AIMS

2,324,818.-

38,524,002.-

1,854,779.-

42,703,599.-

Manos Unidas’ Aims: 90.1%

Promotion and Income Raising 1,343,649.-

Administration and Structure 3,370,556.-

Promotion & Income Raising: 2.8%

Administration & Structure: 7.1%

l OPERATING COSTS:

w Promotion & Income Raising: Includes the Public Presence and 

Communication Area expenses used for raising funds and 

advertising the Organisation’s activity.

w Administration & Structure Expenses: These are the expenses

generated by the Organisation’s management and 

administration.

l MANOS UNIDAS’ AIMS:

w Awareness-raising costs: This contains the expenses of the Education 

for Development Area, as well as those allocated to this purpose by

the Public Presence and Communication Area.

w Project Costs: Includes the amount of the total number of projects 

approved in the year, plus management costs, personnel, auditing 

and financed project assessment evaluations.

totAl expenSeS 2017:

SURPLUS 2017*

47,417,804.-

1,234,888.-

87.3%

90.1% 9.9%

12.7%

85.2%
Development
Projects

4.9%

7.1%

2.8%

Members
and Donors

39.6%

Parishes &
Religious
Institutions

20.7%

Inheritances
and Bequests

17.4%

Others:
9.6%

AECID 4.5% Local & RegionalAdministration
8.2%
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The work we carry out to help the world’s poorest countries would be impossible without Manos Unidas’ friends

and collaborators. A long list of volunteers, employees, members, individual and collective donors, companies,

banks, associations and foundations support this work through donations, co-funding of development projects,

sponsoring initiatives or by providing a range of services. The contribution of schools and parishes is especially

relevant.

The list of entities that co-fund development projects are contained in our “Projects Book”, published alongside

this Annual Report. 

Manos Unidas would especially like to thank all the national, regional and local media (newspapers, magazines,

radio and television channels) for broadcasting our messages and for the free publication and broadcasting of our

announcements and spots. 

Audit Report
The full Audit Report is available in PDF format on our website (www.manosunidas.org) or in paper
format at our Delegations and Central Services.
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Many, many thanks to all.



15001 A coRuÑA
Marqués de Cerralbo, 11 bajo. 
Tfno. 981 205 659
02002 AlBAcete
Teodoro Camino, 6-5º izda. 
Tfno. 967 212 315
28802 AlcAlÁ de henAReS (madrid)
Vía Complutense, 8 bis. 
Tfno. 918 833 544 
03005 AlicAnte
Enriqueta Ortega, 11.
Tfno. 965 922 298
04001 AlmeRÍA
Ricardos, 9-1º izda. Tfno. 950 276 780
24700 AStoRgA (león)
Martínez Salazar, 8-1º. 
Tfno. 987 602 536
05001 ÁVilA
Plaza del Rastro, 2 bajo. 
Tfno. 920 253 993 
06005 BAdAJoZ
Avda. Antonio Masa, 11. 
Tfno. 924 248 951 
22300 BARBAStRo (huesca)
Juan de Lanuza, 6 bajo. 
Tfno. 974 315 614
08037 BARcelonA
Pau Claris, 190-1º, 1ª. Tfno. 934 877 878
48005 BilBAo
Plaza Nueva, 4-3º. Tfno. 944 795 886
09005 BuRgoS
Clunia, s/n. Tfno. 947 220 687
10003 cÁceReS
General Ezponda, 14-1º. 
Tfno. 927 214 414
11001 cÁdiZ
Hospital de Mujeres, 26. 
Tfno. 956 214 972
12001 cAStellÓn
San Luis, 15 entresuelo, 1º A. 
Tfno. 964 228 858
51001 ceutA
Plaza de África, s/n. Tfno. 956 511 253
13001 ciudAd ReAl
Caballeros, 7-2º planta. 
Tfno. 926 255 467
37500 ciudAd RodRigo (Salamanca)
Díez Taravilla, 15. Tfno. 923 482 035
14008 cÓRdoBA
Concepción, 4-1º C. Tfno. 957 479 578
16002 cuencA
Avda. República Argentina, 27. 
Tfno. 969 222 022
15402 FeRRol (A coruña)
Magdalena, 153-1º dcha. 
Tfno. 981 300 318
28901 getAFe (madrid)
Almendro, 4-2º. Tfno. 916 838 985
17002 giRonA
S. J. Bautista La Salle, 19-2º, 2ª. 
Tfno. 972 200 525

18009 gRAnAdA
Plaza Campillo, 2-5º G y H. 
Tfno. 958 226 620
19005 guAdAlAJARA
Avda. Venezuela, 9 - Col. Sanz Vázquez 
Tfno. 949 218 220
18500 guAdix (granada)
Pº. Ismael González de la Serna, 1 bajo 
Tfno. 958 663 592
21004 huelVA
Doctor Cantero Cuadrado, 1-1ª planta
sala 7. Tfno. 959 253 388
22002 hueScA
Plaza de la Catedral, 8. Tfno. 974 226 556
07800 iBiZA
Pedro Francés, 12-2º. Tfno. 971 312 774
22700 JAcA (huesca)
Seminario, 8-3º. Tfno. 974 362 251
23007 JAÉn
Maestro Bartolomé, 7 dpdo. 
Tfno. 953 250 114
11402 JeReZ de lA FRonteRA (cádiz)
Sevilla, 53. Tfno. 956 180 156
35003 lAS pAlmAS de gRAn cAnARiA
Ángel Guerra, 26 bajo. Tfno. 928 371 307
24003 leÓn
Sierra Pambley, 6-3ºC. 
Tfno. 987 248 408
25002 lleidA
Blondel, 11-2º. Tfno. 973 269 104
26004 logRoÑo
Obispo Fidel García, 1. Tfno. 941 247 888
27001 lugo
Cruz, 1B-1º. Tfno. 982 255 567
28013 mAdRid
Gran Via, 46-4º. Tfno. 915 221 783
07701 mAhÓn (menorca)
Carrero des Mirador de ses Monges, 1
Tfno. 971 369 936
29015 mÁlAgA
Strachan, 6-3º izda. Tfno. 952 214 447
30001 muRciA
Pza. Beato Andrés Hibernón, 1 entlo. izda. 
Tfno. 968 214 029
32004 oRenSe
Mestre Vide, 2, bajo Tfno. 988 233 782
33003 oViedo
San Isidoro, 2 bajo. Tfno. 985 203 161
34001 pAlenciA
Gil de Fuentes, 12-2º izda. 
Tfno. 979 752 121
07001 pAlmA de mAlloRcA
Seminario, 4. Tfno. 971 718 911
31006 pAmplonA
Avda. Baja Navarra, 64-1º. 
Tfno. 948 210 318
10600 plASenciA (cáceres)
Las Veras, 3. Tfno. 927 421 707
36003 ponteVedRA
Peregrina, 50 entreplanta. 
Tfno. 986 850 812

37002 SAlAmAncA
Pº de las Carmelitas, 87-91-1ºA. Tfno.
923 261 547
20005 SAn SeBAStiÁn
Loyola, 15-3º izda. Tfno. 943 424 510
08980 SAnt FeliÚ de lloBRegAt (Bar-
celona)
Armenteres, 35-3º. 
Tfno. 936 327 630 ext. 57
38002 SAntA cRuZ de teneRiFe
Pérez Galdós, 26-3º dcha. 
Tfno. 922 243 442
39001 SAntAndeR
Rualasal, 5-2º dcha. Tfno. 942 227 807
15701 SAntiAgo de compoStelA 
(A coruña)
San Pedro de Mezonzo 26-bis, 1ºB. 
Tfno. 981 584 966
40001 SegoViA
Seminario, 4 bajo. Tfno. 921 460 271
25700 Seu d’uRgell (lleida)
Pati Palau, 1-5. Tfno. 973 351 266
41004 SeVillA
Plaza Virgen de los Reyes, s/n. 
Tfno. 954 227 568
25250 SolSonA-Bellpuig (lleida)
Avda. Preixana, 16. Tfno. 973 320 183
42002 SoRiA
San Juan, 5-1º. Tfno. 975 231 490
50300 tARAZonA-cAlAtAYud 
(Zaragoza)
Ramón y Cajal, 6-4º. Tfno. 976 889 514
43001 tARRAgonA
Rambla Nova, 119 esc. A, 2º 2ª. 
Tfno. 977 244 078
08201 teRRASSA-SABAdell 
(Barcelona)
Durán y Sors, 11. Tfno. 937 637 106
44001 teRuel
Yagüe de Salas, 18 bajo. Tfno. 978 611 845
45002 toledo
Trinidad, 12. Tfno. 925 229 911
43500 toRtoSA (tarragona)
Mercaders, 2 bajo. Tfno. 977 511 428
46003 VAlenciA
Avellanas, 14 bajo. Tfno. 963 919 129
47002 VAllAdolid
Simón Aranda, 13-1º. Tfno. 983 305 065
08500 Vic (Barcelona)
Ronda de Camprodón, 2. 
Tfno. 938 861 555
36204 Vigo (pontevedra)
Vázquez Varela, 54-2º B. 
Tfno. 986 423 696
01004 VitoRiA (Álava)
Fueros, 6-1º izda. Tfno. 945 231 179
49003 ZAmoRA
Plaza del Seminario, 2. Tfno. 980 532 091
50001 ZARAgoZA
Plaza de la Seo, 6-2ª planta. 
Tfno. 976 291 879

MANOS UNIDAS DELEGATIONS
(addresses)



Central Services 
Barquillo, 38 - 3º. 28004 Madrid

Tel.: 91 308 20 20 - manosunidas. org

manos unidas
Prince of Asturias

Concord Prize 2010


