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Dear Friends and Collaborators, 

It may seem incredible, but another year has gone by! Another year in which we share our Annual Report with

you. It is a source of joy, because it is the result of your fruitful collaboration and of all the effort and enthusiasm

of thousands of people in our country and in the most impoverished countries, who join together to end hunger

in the world. Many thanks to them all and to everyone who in various ways make this dream a reality.

In 2015, we have enhanced our awareness, that of our children, young people and the whole society, that we

need one another, that we all have responsibilities toward those who do not enjoy human rights. The slogan of

the Campaign has expressed the commitment of our founders: “WE FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY” and has invited

us to commit ourselves to our brothers and sisters: “WILL YOU JOIN US?”

2015 has been a year to look back, to assess the progress made and what remains to be done. Among the

achievements made, I’d like to highlight some that have affected the lives of many families: the figure of people

living in extreme poverty has been halved, more than 2 million now have access to improved drinking water

sources, progress has been made in the fight against malaria and tuberculosis and maternal mortality has de-

clined. All of these are signs of hope.

Manos Unidas has done its part for this world to be one big family where everyone is welcome and may live in

dignity, through raising the awareness of society and thanks to the 595 projects, dreamed up and implemented

by communities in Africa, America and Asia. We continue to support refugees from Syria, Iraq, South Sudan...

fleeing war, and who have been taken in by Jordan, Lebanon... we see their children grow and share their lives,

their sufferings and hopes.

We thank Pope Francis for the Encyclical Laudato Si, in which he invites us to care for our common home and

all the persons living on Earth. He gives the keys to pursue integral ecology, lived with joy and authenticity,

always thinking of the person, urging the “culture of care”. This Encyclical coincided with the programme dis-

cussed by the UN General Assembly: the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals and where we

were present.

And, echoing the words of Mary Salas, our first President: “The day that men decide there will be no more hunger

in the world, then there won’t be any. It means building awareness similar to that of the abolition of slavery. It

will be a new world”.

letter from the President

Soledad Suárez
President
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who are we?

SaUcE

In 1955 the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations declared “war against hunger”.

In 1959 the call was seconded in Spain by the Catholic Action Women, constituting the

“Campaign Against Hunger in Spain”, which later would become known as Manos Unidas.
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in a globalised world relations between per-
sons, countries and continents are necessary
and enriching. 

manos Unidas is a member of several interna-
tional and national organisations: 

l pontifical council cor Unum

l ciDSE (catholic international cooperation 
for Development and Solidarity)

l cOncORD (confederation for 
cooperation of Relief and 
Development ngOs)

l cOngDE (coordinator for Spanish 
Development ngOs)

l Fundación Sur

l pacto global contra la pobreza

l Foro de Laicos

l consejo nacional de misiones

l plataforma del Voluntariado de España

l asociación Española de Fundraising

l pacto mundial

l WUcWO (World Union of catholic 
Women’s Organisations

Manos Unidas is the Spanish Catholic Church Organisation for the aid, promotion and development of the

Third World. It is at the same time a Catholic and secular Non-Governmental Development Organisation

(NGDO), made up of volunteers. 

It is our mission to fight against famine, nutritional deficiency, poverty, disease, underdevelopment, and lack

of education; and to work to eradicate the structural causes producing them: injustice, unequal distribution

of goods and opportunities among people and communities, ignorance, prejudices, lack of solidarity, indi-

fference and the crisis of human and Christian values (Articles of Association, Art. 5).

STRUCTURE

Both the Central Services head office and the 71 delegations

of Manos Unidas are located in Spain. The diocesan struc-

ture of the Organisation means we are present in the whole

national territory, giving our mission essential capillarity.

The 71 delegations, as well as the Central Services, have two

lines of work, complementary and intrinsically related: rai-

sing the awareness of the Spanish population on the world

situation and fundraising for financing development pro-

jects in the countries of the South.

PEOPLE

The word “volunteer” is not just a concept for Manos

Unidas, but a fundamental feature of its work and consti-

tution. Voluntary workers are one of the hallmarks of

Manos Unidas.

The Organisation’s governing bodies are composed, as set

forth in our Articles of Association, of volunteers, and every

day we have the good work of thousands of people (5,052

in 2015) who, making that word their way of life, make the

Organisation move forward to achieve its goal.

In 2015,  we have counted with the wholehearted support

of 78,665 members and collaborators who have trusted in

our work to build a better world. 

All of them, volunteers, hired people, members, all kinds of

collaborators, work with us in this great task, without

whom our work would be impossible. So,

Thanks to each and every one of you!

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS
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Financial management
& planning Dept. projects area

communication and
public presence Dept.

Education for Development
Department.

Resources & HR
administration Dept. Delegations area

GOVERNING BODIES

president 71 Diocesan Delegate-presidents 1 Representative from the central Services Standing committee

General Assembly

The general assembly is the supreme governing body of manos Unidas.
it meets twice a year.

Soledad Suárez

president

Mons. Carlos Escribano*

councillor

José Antonio Álvarez

Vice-councillor

Mercedes Piñeiro

Vice-president

José Valero

Secretary

Tomás Rodríguez

Treasurer

Vacant*

Sec. gen. of catholic action

Araceli Cavero, Encarnación Pérez,
Joan Martí, Mª Luisa Salas, 

Eladio Seco-Herrera

presidents-Delegates 
of the general assembly (5)

Macarena Aguirre,
Isabel Vogel, Guadalupe Sierra

central Services
Representative (3)

Standing Committee

The Standing committee is the governing body that, subordinated to the general assembly and
following its guidelines, directs manos Unidas operations. it meets once a month.

MANAGEMENT BODY

Soledad Suárez

president

Ricardo Loy**

Secretary general

Management Secretary
Technical Secretary

Central Services

DIOCESAN LEVEL ORGANISATION

central Services are technical and management services in charge of implementing the 
agreements adopted by the Organisation’s governing bodies.

Manos Unidas Organisation Chart in 2015

president/
Delegate

Vice-president/
Vice-delegate

Secretary Treasurer

Diocesan Management Team

* Until 8 March the position of Councillor was held by 
Mons. Juan José Omella, and that of Secretary General of 
Catholic Action by Ricardo Loy.

** Until 8 March the post of Secretary General was held
by Rafael Serrano.
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Manos Unidas, inspired by the Gospel and the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

maintains two lines of work:

l Raising the awareness and denouncing the existence of hunger and 

underdevelopment, their causes and possible remedies.

l Obtaining economic means to finance the programmes, plans and 

comprehensive development projects aimed at dealing with these needs.

what do we do?

cimi
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RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS

l In this awareness-raising task, Link Operation plays a vital role, since, through development initiatives sup-

ported by Manos Unidas, it generates relationships between persons or social groups and the beneficiary com-

munities, thanks to which, the former are made aware of the reality of the South and get involved in its trans-

formation, and the latter receive the economic support to carry it out. In 2015, Manos Unidas carried out 457

Link Operations.

LINK OPERATION

One of the main tasks of manos Unidas is to denounce and make the Spanish society aware of
the existence of hunger, as part of the daily life of almost 800 million people, and work to combat
the causes, providing the best solutions.

In 2015, we launched Campaign 56, with the slogan “We fight against

poverty. Will you join us?”. This Campaign summed up our last eight years

of work, within the framework of the Millennium Development Goals. It was

the moment to review what we had achieved and what aspects we needed

to improve to eradicate poverty. 

We wanted to transmit our thirst for being the builders of comprehensive

social and cultural development, to continue advancing along the path of

humanizing work, and, therefore, invite the whole Spanish society to put an

end to the indifference, taking specific steps to eradicate poverty. In this

way, we seek to forge new paths to combat poverty: working in favour of a

model of society which does not exclude the weak, the most impoverished,

the least able. In short, working to accompany the poor among the poor.

Campaign 
“Change for the Planet. Care for the People”

CIDSE, the international alliance formed by 17 Catholic development organi-

sations in Europe and North America, and of which Manos Unidas is a mem-

ber, launched on 1 July 2015, and within the framework of the issue of the

Encyclical Laudato Si, the 3-year campaign (2015-2017) “Change for the

Planet-Care for the People”, which will call for the adoption of sustainable

lifestyles to care for the planet, and therefore the people who live on it. 

Through social media, activities, workshops and events, it seeks to invite

people to make a difference through their daily choices, and to contribute

in this way to building a better world with simple gestures such as cutting

the amount of the energy you use, buying local and sustainably produced

food, placing priority on using public transport, and eating less meat. And,

although several successful models of sustainable living around the world

already exist, this campaign will also be a platform for them to resonate and

be known by other people.

NETWORK CAMPAIGNS
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other awareness
raising activities

“GIVE AND RECEIVE” bracelets

in 2015 collaboration was
forged between manos Unidas
and Lorenzo Quinn, who created
the “give and Receive” charity
bracelet. The bracelet was avail-
able in two models: one made
of silver and steel, in blue, red
and silver; and another made of
rubber, in several colours. They
could both be purchased on the
Lorenzo Quinn website and 50%
of the profits raised went to
manos Unidas projects. 

Quinn creations

On 25 June, the Edificio
Beatriz assembly hall in
Madrid was chock-a-block
with good journalism,
solidarity-focused design,
large doses of excitement
and commitment, and
people wishing to pay

tribute to the winners of the Manos Unidas Awards
2015.

The winners were:
l Javier Llano, Special Award.
l Lola Hierro, Press Award.
l Esther San Juan, Short Story Award for 

Children and Young People.
l Ana Doblas, Schools Poster Award.
l Tresa Calbó, Poster Award.

III EDITION OF 
“24 HOURS”
Following the success of
the II edition, Manos Uni-
das wanted to continue
creating a luminous path
of solidarity with the help
of its collaborators, mem-
bers, friends and the
whole Spanish society.
The III edition of “24
hours which move the
world” was held on 28
May with the same slo-
gan: “You can give light to the world”. The action was
carried out in two ways, both online and offline, and
here are its most significant figures:

l 37 events in 27 Spanish cities.

l 28 collaborating entities.

l 79 projects, from 40 countries, represented.

l Over 8,000 euros raised.

l 3,291 lights lit.

VI Video Clip Festival

The manos Unidas Vi Video
clip Festival was held, 
with the slogan “accept the
Hunger challenge”, 
focusing on topics such as 
climate change, land 
grabbing, and biofuels. 
in 2015 the number of videos
submitted rose, amounting 
to a total of 844.

The 71 manos Unidas delegations play a lead-
ing role in these awareness and fund-raising
tasks, carrying out many activities all year
round, but especially during the launch of the
annual campaign held the second Sunday in
February.

international agenda

manos Unidas travelled to new York to take part in 
various civil society mobilizations, attend the United 
nations World Sustainable Development Summit held
from 25 to 27 September during the general assembly 
of the United nations and directly witness the new
agenda for Sustainable Development or agenda 2030. 
Two representatives of our Organisation travelled to the
Un Headquarters city in September also to participate,
on 24 September, in the so-called “action Day” 
organised by the international civil society movement

“Beyond2015”, to 
which manos Unidas 
belongs through the 
coordinator for Spanish
Development ngOs
(cOngDE), and in 
the various actions 
proposed by the 
international network
of catholic 
development 
organisations ciDSE,
of which manos
Unidas is the only
Spanish ngDO 
member.

manos Unidas/Javier mármol

manos Unidas/Javier mármol

MANOS UNIDAS
AWARDS
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We Fight Against Poverty. Will you join us? Inspired by this slo-

gan and challenged by the ever-increasing dire effects of

hunger and poverty, Manos Unidas, thanks to the support of

its members and collaborators and its wide network of local

partners, once again confronts this great challenge by support-

ing hundreds of local initiatives. They all emerge from these

peripheries, since those realities of material poverty and the

purpose of which, with the support of Manos Unidas, is no

other than to contribute to improve the quality of life of thou-

sands of people who live in poverty and at risk of exclusion.

This year, Manos Unidas has reached more than two million

people, supporting 595 initiatives for development and emer-

gency projects in 58 of the countries with the highest rates of

poverty and inequality and has made an economic investment

of 38,903,487 euros.

PROJECTS

As can be seen on the next page, the largest investment has

been made in the education sector, as we continue noting the

need to support, strengthen and improve the quality of the ed-

ucation and vocational training in many of the countries where

this fundamental right is not yet guaranteed. Specifically, this

year 116 new schools and 131 vocational training centres have

been created, extended or equipped, and we have carried out

more than a dozen adult literacy programmes, thus facilitating

the access to education to more than 100,000 people.

The effects of climate change on the most vulnerable continue

intensively in many of the communities we support, endan-

gering their food and nutritional security. This year we have

implemented 83 new programmes that have sought to ensure

the right to food to nearly 120,000 people. Longer and longer

droughts are having extreme consequences in many of these

communities. In this regard, we have carried out nearly 50 spe-

cific programmes for drinking water supplies and irrigation

through the construction of dams and water-supply systems,

well-drilling or irrigation programmes. Environmental sustain-

ability is taken into account in all our interventions. This year

we have carried out 17 interventions directly related with access

to renewable energies.

In the field of health, and aware of the limitations of the states

to ensure this basic right, Manos Unidas, through diocesan

services and other specialised institutions, has contributed to

improving the health of the most disadvantaged communities

through the establishment and equipping of over 50 health

centres, 4 hospitals, basic sanitation programmes, and the im-

plementation of more than a score of  prevention programmes

(HIV/AIDS, malaria and other endemic diseases) and the pro-

motion of community health.

manos Unidas/Laura gutiérrez

We have responded to 38 emergency situations

through  very diverse interventions amounting to

1,891,744 euros. The immediacy for sending funds

and the permanent presence of our partners (local

church, missionaries and local NGDOs) in the affected

areas have allowed us to respond effectively to the

most immediate needs of the population. In addition,

we have continued to support, in partnership with

other national and international networks, forgotten

crises that continue to wreak havoc in many areas of

the countries in which we work.
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In spite of the great challenges, we look to the future with optimism and hope, convinced that an-
other world is possible. Thanks to the support of so many people in Spain, we hope to continue
working with those communities living in poverty and injustice, the indigenous population in Latin
America, displaced persons and refugees from countries in conflict and the victims of trafficking
in Africa or Southeast Asia, always seeking gender equality and environmental sustainability.

agriculture 14%
Education

37%

Healthcare

18%Social
promotion

17%
Women 

promotion

14%

PROJECTS BY SECTOR

AGRICULTURE

Amount: €8,958,163 
119,172 beneficiaries

84 projects

EDUCATION

Amount : €11,679,248 
111,895 beneficiaries

219 projects

HEALTHCARE

Amount : €6,254,203 
1,525,023 beneficiaries

103 projects

SOCIAL

Amount : €6,727,181 
426,916 beneficiaries

104 projects

WOMEN

Amount : €5,284,692 
684,031 beneficiaries

85 projects



america

Bolivia, 12 projects 
Brazil, 9 proj.
colombia, 6 proj.
cuba, 2 proj.
Dominican Rep., 3 proj.
Ecuador, 2 proj.
El Salvador, 8 proj.
guatemala, 15 proj.
Haiti, 4 proj.
Honduras, 5 proj.
mexico, 6 proj.
nicaragua, 9 proj.
panamá, 2 proj.
paraguay, 7 proj.
peru, 30 proj.

Total: 120 projects.
11,555,348 euros.

We also continue to give financial support 
to projects from previous years.

In 2015, the total number of projects has been 938.

In 2015 Manos Unidas has approved 
a total of 595 projects, in 57 countries, 

for a sum of 38,903,487 euros.

Manos Unidas’ Projects
around the World in 2015

Bolivia

peru

colombia

guatemala
El Salvador

Honduras

nicaragua

panama

Dominican Rep.Haiti

cuba

Ecuador

mexico
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manos Unidas/Javier mármol
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amERica
120 projects

aFRica
269 projects

aSia
206 projects

PROJECTS BY CONTINENT

Bolivia, 12 projects 
Brazil, 9 proj.
colombia, 6 proj.
cuba, 2 proj.
Dominican Rep., 3 proj.
Ecuador, 2 proj.
El Salvador, 8 proj.
guatemala, 15 proj.
Haiti, 4 proj.
Honduras, 5 proj.
mexico, 6 proj.
nicaragua, 9 proj.
panamá, 2 proj.
paraguay, 7 proj.
peru, 30 proj.

Total: 120 projects.
11,555,348 euros.

africa

angola, 7 projects 
Benin, 15 proj.
Burkina Faso, 14 proj.
Burundi, 2 proj.
cameroon, 13 proj.
chad, 1 proj.
côte d’ivoire, 1 proj.
Dem. Rep. of congo, 24 proj.
Egypt, 5 proj.
Eritrea, 2 proj.
Ethiopia, 18 proj.
ghana, 10 proj.
Kenya, 11 proj.
Lesotho, 1 proj.
madagascar, 18 proj.
malawi, 9 proj.
mali, 6 proj.

mauritania, 8 proj.
morocco, 11 proj.
mozambique, 17 proj.
Rwanda, 8 proj.
Senegal, 11 proj.
Sierra Leone, 10 proj.
Somalia, 3 proj.
South Sudan, 3 proj
Sudan, 1 proj
Tanzania, 13 proj.
Togo, 6 proj.
Uganda, 5 proj.
Zambia, 11 proj.
Zimbabwe, 5 proj.

asia

Bangladesh, 3 projects
cambodia, 3 proj.
East Timor. 2 proj.
philippines, 2 proj.
india, 182 proj.
iraq, 1 proj.
Jordan, 2 proj.
Lebanon, 3 proj.
nepal, 3 proj.
Syria, 1 proj.
Thailand, 3 proj.
Vietnam, 1 proj.

Total: 269 projects.
16,193,660 euros.

Total: 206 projects.
11,154,479 euros.

We also continue to give financial support 
to projects from previous years.

In 2015, the total number of projects has been 938.

In 2015 Manos Unidas has approved 
a total of 595 projects, in 57 countries, 

for a sum of 38,903,487 euros.

Manos Unidas’ Projects
around the World in 2015 20%

35% 45%
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It is a continent of enormous contrasts. With a growth popu-

lation higher than that of other continents, 70% of the popu-

lation is under the age of 20, and the average life expectancy

is 55. Half of the African population live on less than 1 dollar

per day and 50 million children do not have access to educa-

tion. There is still a widespread lack of basic infrastructures,

and the shortage of drinking water is the cause of countless

illnesses making the continent an easy prey for the spreading

of epidemics such as we have recently been able to see in the

case of Ebola.

Malaria continues to greatly affect the African population,

and AIDS, although it has declined, still has a significant im-

pact in Sub-Saharan Africa where the highest percentage of

new HIV infections is concentrated. Women, the great en-

gine of Africa, continue to suffer labour, educational and eco-

nomic discrimination, in addition to being subjected to gen-

der violence.

Deficient healthcare continues to be a reality in the continent

mainly owing to the lack of government funding, shortage

of medicines or the existence of fake medicines or ones in

bad condition, as well as deficient health personnel. In the

field of education, they still face many problems due to

lack of infrastructures and qualified teachers.

Finally, armed conflicts and natural disasters have destroyed

school infrastructures and caused mass population exodus.

West Africa has become the epicentre for drug-trafficking

and the crime and corruption associated with them.

Wars and conflicts favour slave child trafficking, being re-

cruited and trained to fight in the continent’s hot spots or

exploited in agricultural plantations and artisanal mines.

Furthermore the prevailing corruption  means economic

growth does not result in the improvement of the popula-

tion’s living conditions. And, despite progress in some fields,

the growth of the African continent has not made it possible

to achieve the millennium goals for 2015.

africa

The project is located in the area of Bitanda (Democratic
Republic of the Congo) where 70 per cent of the popu-
lation is rural. Since 2007, the area of the capital of the
province, Kananga, suffers the consequences of the
food crisis with a rural poverty rate of 75.72%. l’Institut
Africain pour le Développement Economique et Social
(INADES) Formation Congo, our partners, asked us for
our support. Manos Unidas has helped to improve the
training of farmers and the promotion of community
work, being materialised in technical equipment and
training. It has also responded to another of the great
problems posed: the marketing of the products, whose
production is abundant but, due to the lack of transport
and adequate conservation, they do not reach the mar-
ket in good condition. The project has 2,686 direct be-
neficiaries 30% of whom are peasant women.

The work carried out by manos Unidas takes into account
all these  circumstances and their consequences on the
population and, as one of the measures to combat poverty
and inequality and to facilitate access to a more dignified
life, we support agricultural projects of small farmers to
strengthen food security, increase their capacities and the
training of farmers in appropriate environmentally-friend-
ly farming techniques.
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america

Throughout 2015, in Latin America and the Caribbean, there

has been a slow deterioration of the economic situation

(GDP declined 0.4%), which seems it will bottom out

throughout the year 2016. This deterioration affects the

working classes hardest and leads to an increase in inequal-

ity, already huge in the societies of these countries. The so-

cial reality is not much better: in some countries, social

movement leaders are persecuted, and in some cases mur-

dered, for economic interests. New networks and social

movements arise, which are adapted to current reality, such

as the REPAM - Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Network -, created

within the environment of the Catholic Church, seeking to

support the rights of the indigenous populations and to cope

with the challenges continuously suffered in the Amazon

basin, the largest biological nature reserve. This has been a

very important year for the peace talks that are being held be-

tween the Colombian Government and different guerrillas

that, for many years, have sowed panic throughout the

Colombian population. Here’s hoping that 2016 will see the

end of these talks and that the guerrillas will definitively lay

down their weapons. Also this year, Cuba’s isolation has

come to an end with the lifting of the United States embar-

go. We are confident that  this  will help to initiate social

changes in Cuba that will facilitate the work of Manos Unidas.

Peasant communities in the Pillao Matao micro-basin, Peru, are essentially engaged in agricultural activities,
obtaining their main economic income from the sale of yearly crops. In this area, we have sought to improve soil
and water resources and increase quality water catchment for irrigation. The method has consisted in rainwater
harvesting, filtering it into the ground through runoff trenches on hillsides. These trenches collect rainwater and
filter it to the land. At the foot of the hillside, an infiltration gallery has been has been drilled, through a tunnel
along more than 55 metres, excavation continuing in a second phase with a branch of 28 metres more. The water
flow is collected and channelled in the gallery for irrigation use. This engineering work will ensure irrigation water
for Pillao Matao communities. The project benefits seven indigenous communities where a total of 2,500 people
live. They are disadvantaged families living in the Huatanay sub-watershed, whose principal activity is agricultural
and livestock production. We must highlight the technical preparation of our partner Guaman Poma in this pro-
ject, which has required the continued use of explosives for rock drilling. The manpower was provided by the
beneficiaries during work shifts over several months.

In 2015 we supported 120 new projects in America amounting to more than 11 million euros. Among
these, agricultural products represented over 57 per cent of the budget, followed by social sector
projects. These two sectors accounted for more than 80 per cent of the total budget. Agricultural
projects pursue food sovereignty and long-term sustainability. Social projects support business
initiatives supporting the family unit. In our projects, we highlight the role of women as the pro-
tagonist of a large part of family units.
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In India, more than 600 million people live below the

poverty threshold and with a caste system that is still

in force despite being abolished by the 1950 Constitu-

tion. The situation is worse in rural areas with a highly

underdeveloped primary sector that employs 60 per cent

of the population and with strong migration movements

toward large cities where people live overcrowded in pe-

ripheral neighbourhoods in subhuman conditions and

with high levels of violence, especially against women.

The persecution of Catholics in India is on the rise in a

country increasingly more extremist, encouraged by the

Indian Government itself and by Hindu extremist

groups.

In April 2015, Nepal suffered one of the most devastat-

ing earthquakes ever known, causing over 9,000 dead,

25,000 injured and affecting nearly 5 million people. Al-

though Manos Unidas was not working in this country,

it was one of the first NGOs to provide aid in several

emergency projects.

The Philippines is still suffering from the aftermath of

the typhoon occurred in 2013. The challenge is not just

that of reconstruction, but of simultaneously investing

in reducing the impact of natural disasters, in a country

which has more than 7,000 islands and where the ef-

fects of climate change are increasingly evident.

In Cambodia and Vietnam, the rapid economic growth

achieved over the last few years is not correlated with

social improvements. Children remain the most vulner-

able and are faced with problems such as malnutrition,

exploitation and lack of education; particularly in rural

areas where the situation is even direr.

In Thailand, refugees from neighbouring countries are

one of the great challenges: they enter illegally and are

concentrated on the border in wretched conditions,

being a completely vulnerable population in which

human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of women

continue to be an issue.

Middle East. This area of the world has reached its most

convulsive stage since the Second World War. Syria is a

country completely destroyed by civil war on three fronts

that has entered its fifth year now. Iraq is suffering the

worst phase of violence of the past few years. The hu-

manitarian crisis generated is one of the most serious

ones known. Since July 2015 there has been a mass exo-

dus of refugees toward Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon and

the coasts of Greece and Turkey with the aim of reaching

Europe, which has led to an international crisis very dif-

ficult to resolve. The refugee camps are totally overrun,

families living overcrowded in tents without the most

basic products and awaiting international aid which

does not arrive. On top of all this, we have the continued

confrontation between Jews and Palestinians that im-

plies a situation of constant violence and confrontation

in Palestine.

asia

manos Unidas is collaborating with these countries through the adoption of several emergency

projects aimed at palliating the severe deficits existing in the refugee camps mainly in Jordan

and Lebanon. manos Unidas has supported two projects in Zarqa and Karak (Jordan) that will

provide aid for 8 months in the form of basic food, sanitary and family hygiene products, as

well as psychological support to 4,000 of these refugees.
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“How much commitment, dynamism 
and generosity there is in Manos Unidas”

manos Unidas/mª Eugenia Díaz

17

why do we do it?

In the months that I have been working as National Councillor,

many people have repeated this sentence or other similar ones all

over Spain. It is true that the dioceses in our national territory are very

heterogeneous. There are large, medium and small ones. With dif-

ferent pastoral moments and in different social situations. And the

same happens with our Delegations: some are small (which does not

mean they are not bold and creative), others large (to the extent that

it is necessary to create regional ones). Some old, some renovated.

Some with few collaborators and others with many volunteers of dif-

ferent ages. But they all have something in common: the enthusiasm

of who discovers the importance of helping those who need it most.

How much good Manos Unidas brings to society!

The yearly report reflects the many actions implemented in our

Organisation in favour of those most in need. Aid actions through the

projects funded in the countries of the South and those of aware-

ness-raising here among our people, regardless of the age, since we

are all responsible for this task. So many initiatives and efforts help

us to thank so much effort by so many to combat poverty. I’d like to

note that the proposal of this 56th Campaign has materialised: “We

fight against poverty. Will you join us?”. And, apparently, many peo-

ple, due to the amount of work developed and reflected in the pages

of this Report, have joined us.

And that commitment of counteracting poverty in favour of the

neediest is something Pope Francis urges us to do insistently, since

the beginning of his pontificate: “Each individual Christian and every

community is called to be an instrument of God for the liberation and

promotion of the poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part of so-

ciety; this demands that we be docile and attentive to the cry of the

poor and to come to their aid“ (Evangelii Gaudium 187). Yes, we must

reach out to our suffering brothers and sisters; the problem of poverty

in the world is to be taken seriously and we must take a step forward

to combat it. That’s why we are grateful that so many have decided

to join this task. The poor are flesh and blood, nearby and injured. It

is not a mere proposal, but a blatant and challenging one of which we

must convince our society: “How can it be that it is not a news item

when an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is news

when the stock market loses two points? This is a case of exclusion.

Can we continue to stand by when food is thrown away while people

are starving? This is a case of inequality. (...) As a consequence,

masses of the people find themselves excluded and marginalized:

without work, without possibilities, without any means of escape“

(Evangelii Gaudium 53).

The poor should be placed first in the heart and mission of Manos

Unidas. That is why in all the actions scheduled by Manos Unidas,

they “have to be not only the recipients of our service, but the reason

for our commitment, configurators of our being and doing“ (Iglesia,

servidora de los pobres 35). Our Association is characterised by a spe-

cial love for the poor; a love that flows from our loyalty to Jesus Christ,

not only from solidary altruism. In the end, what we seek is to build

a society “that is concerned about people and that is especially inter-

ested in the weakest. A society that seeks to put an end to the old

and new forms of poverty,” (Iglesia, servidora de los pobres 35).

Manos Unidas is an organisation with its feet on the ground and

which helps many people to do so. Through the commitment of its

members, volunteers, employees, partners or benefactors many are

the hours of work dedicated to the benefit of the others. Thank you

all for so much dedication and effort. Thank you and carry on! We

must continue in the fight against poverty and encouraging people

to join us to continue carrying forward such a necessary and challeng-

ing task.

+ Carlos Escribano Subías
Bishop of Teruel & Albarracín
and Manos Unidas Councillor
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our accounts

manos Unidas/Javier mármol

l The funds raised by Manos Unidas in 2015 have been 45,359,573 euros.

l 87.7% of our income comes from private sources, 
and 12.3% from the public sector.

l 90.6% of the total income is allocated to Manos Unidas’ aims
(85.6% to Development projects and 5% to Awareness-raising).

l Our members, representing 40.9% of the income, 
are the mainstay on which Manos Unidas is built.
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SOURCE OF INCOME

l members and donors (1)

l parishes and religious institutions

l Schools

l Emergencies

l inheritances and bequests

l Others

TOTaL pRiVaTE SEcTOR

l Spanish agency for international 

Development cooperation (aEciD)

l Local and Regional administration

TOTAL PUBLIC SECTOR

INCOME RAISED: 100%

OTHER INCOME (2)

TOTAL INCOME 2015:

18,177,544.-

10,649,600.-

1,152,842.-

328,080.-

6,144,856.-

2,509,591.-

38,962,513.-

2,393,950.-

3,066,736.-

5,460,686.-

44,423,199.-

936,374.-

45,359,573.-

PRIVATE INCOME: 87.7%

PUBLIC INCOME: 12.3%

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES

l awareness-raising

l Development projects (3)

l projects management

TOTAL MANOS UNIDAS AIMS

l promotion and income Raising

l administration and Structure

TOTAL EXPENSES 2015:

DEFiciT 2015*

2,367,948.-

38,903,487.-

1,995,698.-

43,267,133.-

1,255,986.-

3,237,976.-

47,761,095.-

-2,401,522.-

MANOS UNIDAS AIMS: 90.6%

PROMOTION & INCOME RAISING: 2.6%

ADMINISTRATION & STRUCTURE: 6,8%

(1) Includes private donations, organisations and foundations, companies and anonymous entities.

(2) Includes extraordinary results, refund/cancellation of subsidies granted in previous years, positive

exchange differences and applied provisions.

(3) This figure corresponds to the projects approved, plus the annuities of the different agreements 

supported by AECID.

* The deficit of the year 2015 will be compensated with the surpluses of previous campaigns.

Expenses Allocation Criteria
The expenses are classified in Manos Unidas’ Aims and Operating Costs.

l AWARENESS-RAISING COSTS: This contains the expenses of the Education for Development Area, 

as well as those allocated to this purpose by the Communication Area. 

l PROJECTS COSTS: This includes the amount of the total number of projects approved in the year, plus management 

costs, personnel, auditing and financed project assessment evaluations. 

l OPERATING COSTS:

w Promotion & Income Raising: Includes the Communication Area expenses used for raising funds and advertising the 

organisation’s activity.

w Administration & Structure Expenses: These are the expenses generated by the organisation’s management and administration.

* Schools, Emergencies, awareness-raising projects, private subventions,
Financial income and Other private income.

(income raised)
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9.4%
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transparency

Manos Unidas complies with 

all transparency and best 

practice requirements 

established by Fundación 

Lealtad.

Manos Unidas complies with

all transparency tool and best

practice requirements

established by the Spanish

NGDO Coordinator.

Manos Unidas has been 

designated by the Spanish Agency

for International Development

Cooperation as a qualified body

to receive funding.

Our annual accounts have been audited 
by Espaudit Gabinete de Auditoría S.A.

manos Unidas is an organisation strongly committed to the transparency of its funds, 
which, in fact, is one of our values as an institution and a faithful reflection 
of our accountability to society. 

The full audit report can be found at: www.manosunidas.org. 
It is also available on paper at Manos Unidas Delegations.
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15001 A CORUÑA
Marqués de Cerralbo, 11 bajo. 
Tfno. 981 205 659
02002 ALBACETE
Teodoro Camino, 6-5º izda. 
Tfno. 967 212 315
28802 ALCALÁ DE HENARES (Madrid)
Vía Complutense, 8 bis. 
Tfno. 918 833 544 
03003 ALICANTE
Arquitecto Morell, 10-2ª esc.,1º H
Tfno. 965 922 298
04001 ALMERÍA
Ricardos, 9-1º izda. Tfno. 950 276 780
24700 ASTORGA (León)
Martínez Salazar, 8-1º. 
Tfno. 987 602 536
05001 ÁVILA
Plaza del Rastro, 2 bajo. 
Tfno. 920 253 993 
06005 BADAJOZ
Avda. Antonio Masa, 11. 
Tfno. 924 248 951 
22300 BARBASTRO (Huesca)
Juan de Lanuza, 6 bajo. 
Tfno. 974 315 614
08037 BARCELONA
Pau Claris, 190-1º, 1ª. Tfno. 934 877 878
48005 BILBAO
Plaza Nueva, 4-3º. Tfno. 944 795 886
09005 BURGOS
Clunia, s/n. Tfno. 947 220 687
10003 CÁCERES
General Ezponda, 14-1º. 
Tfno. 927 214 414
11001 CÁDIZ
Hospital de Mujeres, 26. 
Tfno. 956 214 972
12001 CASTELLÓN
San Luis, 15 entresuelo, 1º A. 
Tfno. 964 228 858
51001 CEUTA
Plaza de África, s/n. Tfno. 956 511 253
13001 CIUDAD REAL
Caballeros, 7-2º planta. 
Tfno. 926 255 467
37500 CIUDAD RODRIGO (Salamanca)
Díez Taravilla, 15. Tfno. 923 482 035
14008 CÓRDOBA
Concepción, 4-1º C. Tfno. 957 479 578
16002 CUENCA
Avda. República Argentina, 27. 
Tfno. 969 222 022
15402 FERROL (A Coruña)
Magdalena, 153-1º dcha. 
Tfno. 981 300 318
28901 GETAFE (Madrid)
Almendro, 4-2º. Tfno. 916 838 985
17002 GIRONA
S. J. Bautista La Salle, 19-2º, 2ª
Tfno. 972 200 525

18009 GRANADA
Plaza Campillo, 2-5º G y H. 
Tfno. 958 226 620
19005 GUADALAJARA
Avda. Venezuela, 9 - Col. Sanz Vázquez 
Tfno. 949 218 220
18500 GUADIX (Granada)
Pº. Ismael González de la Serna, 1 bajo 
Tfno. 958 663 592
21004 HUELVA
Doctor Cantero Cuadrado, 1-1ª planta
sala 7. Tfno. 959 253 388
22002 HUESCA
Plaza de la Catedral, 8. Tfno. 974 226 556
07800 IBIZA
Pedro Francés, 12-2º. Tfno. 971 312 774
22700 JACA (Huesca)
Seminario, 8-3º. Tfno. 974 362 251
23007 JAÉN
Maestro Bartolomé, 7 dpdo. 
Tfno. 953 250 114
11402 JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA (Cádiz)
Sevilla, 53. Tfno. 956 180 156
35003 LAS PALMAS DE GRAN CANARIA
Ángel Guerra, 26 bajo. Tfno. 928 371 307
24003 LEÓN
Sierra Pambley, 6-3ºC. 
Tfno. 987 248 408
25002 LLEIDA
Blondel, 11-2º. Tfno. 973 269 104
26004 LOGROÑO
Obispo Fidel García, 1. Tfno. 941 247 888
27001 LUGO
Cruz, 1B-1º. Tfno. 982 255 567
28013 MADRID
Gran Via, 46-4º. Tfno. 915 221 783
07701 MAHÓN (Menorca)
Carrero des Mirador de ses Monges, 1
Tfno. 971 369 936
29015 MÁLAGA
Strachan, 6-3º izda. Tfno. 952 214 447
30001 MURCIA
Pza. Beato Andrés Hibernón, 1 entlo. izda. 
Tfno. 968 214 029
32004 ORENSE
Mestre Vide, 2, bajo Tfno. 988 233 782
33003 OVIEDO
San Isidoro, 2 bajo. Tfno. 985 203 161
34001 PALENCIA
Gil de Fuentes, 12-2º izda. 
Tfno. 979 752 121
07001 PALMA DE MALLORCA
Seminario, 4. Tfno. 971 718 911
31006 PAMPLONA
Avda. Baja Navarra, 64-1º. 
Tfno. 948 210 318
10600 PLASENCIA (Cáceres)
Las Veras, 3. Tfno. 927 421 707
36003 PONTEVEDRA
Peregrina, 50 entreplanta. 
Tfno. 986 850 812

37002 SALAMANCA
Pº de las Carmelitas, 98-91 1ºA. 
Tfno. 923 261 547
20005 SAN SEBASTIÁN
Loyola, 15-3º izda. Tfno. 943 424 510
08980 SANT FELIÚ DE LLOBREGAT (Bar-
celona)
Armenteres, 35-3º. Tfno. 936 327 630
ext. 57
38002 SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE
Pérez Galdós, 26-3º dcha. 
Tfno. 922 243 442
39001 SANTANDER
Rualasal, 5-2º dcha. Tfno. 942 227 807
15705 SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 
(A Coruña)
Rúa del Villar, 18 apdo. 456. 
Tfno. 981 584 966
40001 SEGOVIA
Seminario, 4 bajo. Tfno. 921 460 271
25700 SEU D’URGELL (Lleida)
Pati Palau, 1-5. Tfno. 973 351 266
41004 SEVILLA
Plaza Virgen de los Reyes, s/n. 
Tfno. 954 227 568
25250 SOLSONA-BELLPUIG (Lleida)
Avda. Preixana, 16. Tfno. 973 320 183
42002 SORIA
San Juan, 5-1º. Tfno. 975 231 490
50300 TARAZONA-CALATAYUD 
(Zaragoza)
Ramón y Cajal, 6-4º. Tfno. 976 889 514
43001 TARRAGONA
Rambla Nova, 119 esc. A, 2º 2ª. 
Tfno. 977 244 078
44001 TERUEL
Yagüe de Salas, 18 bajo. 
Tfno. 978 611 845
45002 TOLEDO
Trinidad, 12. Tfno. 925 229 911
43500 TORTOSA (Tarragona)
Mercaders, 2 bajo. Tfno. 977 511 428
46003 VALENCIA
Pza. Comunión de S. Esteban, 1 bajo 
Tfno. 963 919 129
47002 VALLADOLID
Simón Aranda, 13-1º. Tfno. 983 305 065
08500 VIC (Barcelona)
Ronda de Camprodón, 2. 
Tfno. 938 861 555
36204 VIGO (Pontevedra)
Vázquez Varela, 54-2º B. 
Tfno. 986 423 696
01004 VITORIA (Álava)
Fueros, 6-1º izda. Tfno. 945 231 179
49003 ZAMORA
Plaza del Seminario, 2. Tfno. 980 532 091
50001 ZARAGOZA
Plaza de la Seo, 6-2ª planta. 
Tfno. 976 291 879

MANOS UNIDAS DELEGATIONS
(addresses)



SERVICIOS CENTRALES
Barquillo, 38-3º. 28004 Madrid

Telf.: 91 308 20 20 - Fax: 91 308 42 08
www.manosunidas.org - info@manosunidas.org

Manos Unidas
Prince of Asturias 

Concord Prize 2010

Thanks to all who 
have made it possible!


