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Dear Friends, 

As President of Manos Unidas it’s an honour for me to be

able to share with you the results of a whole year’s work

contained in this 2016 Activities Report, Results... we owe

to the collaboration and work of thousands of people in

Spain and abroad, united by a common goal: to end hunger

and poverty in the world.

This 2016, which now seems so distant in time, has been a year in which

Manos Unidas has gone back to its origins; to its primary objective. Just like

our founders almost 58 years ago, we have declared war on hunger from all

areas. And we have undertaken to eradicate that shameful scourge. Because,

as Pope Francis has said so many times, we cannot get accustomed, nor turn

a blind eye, to the figures of hunger, because we know that behind every num-

ber there is a story of a life and a wish for a future. And we work for those

persons who are the ultimate victims of an international economic system

where profit reigns and the weakest are excluded, and of lifestyle and con-

sumption habits that increase vulnerability and exclusion.

The slogan of the 2016 campaign, “Confront Hunger: SOW”, gave us the main

goal for the year’s work, the first of the three years we are going to dedicate

to the “fight against hunger”. The word SOW represents the first step of the

food supply and the priority activity of many of the local members and com-

munities to which we accompany in our projects. That’s why, and for them,

Manos Unidas sets itself the target of sowing resources and capacities.

For twelve months and in almost 60 countries, we have been sowing the seeds

that will make possible for millions of people to be recognised a right they

have from birth, and which is being constantly violated: the right to food. We

have sown education, health, promotion of women, social promotion and also,

of course, food, opportunities, rights and life... This sowing has materialised

thanks to the nearly 78,000 members, collaborators, and friends who have

made possible, with your support, to implement 604 projects in Asia, Africa

and America.

These lines will serve to present the accountability of our work characterized

by austerity and transparency, which has contributed to improving the lives

of more than two million people. And, with my thanks to ALL of you for your

support, I wish to take this opportunity to call for greater commitment be-

cause there are still millions of people who need it.

Clara Pardo
President of Manos Unidas
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Manos Unidas is the Spanish Catholic Church Organisation 

for the aid, promotion and development of the most disfavoured

and developing countries. It is at the same time a Catholic, 

secular, non-profit Non-Governmental Development 

Organisation (NGDO), made up of volunteers. 

It is our mission to fight against poverty, hunger, nutritional 

deficiency, disease and lack of education; and to work 

to eradicate the structural causes producing them: injustice, 

unequal distribution of goods and lack of opportunities among

people and communities, ignorance, prejudices, lack of solidarity, 

indifference and the crisis of human and Christian values.
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In 1955 the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations declared 

“war against hunger”. In 1959 the call was seconded in Spain by the

Catholic Action Women, constituting the “Campaign Against Hunger 

in Spain”, which later would become known as Manos Unidas.



Manos Unidas was created as a voluntary organisation,

and today this is still one of its main strengths and 

hallmarks. To fulfil our objectives, more than 5,000 

volunteers (5,089 in 2016) work with us, a figure that 

significantly increases at certain times, such as the

launch of the annual campaign. In addition, both 

the Organisation’s governing bodies and the people 

responsible for the Central Services’ and the 

Delegations’ work areas are headed by volunteers.

At the end of 2016, Manos Unidas had 136 hired 

workers and with the unconditional support of 77,540

members and collaborators, whose contributions 

were the Organisation’s largest source of private income.

In addition, the work of Manos Unidas is possible 

thanks to the 451 local organisations we work with 

in the South and with which we maintain ongoing 

coordination and communication.

To all of them: volunteers, hired staff, members 

and collaborators... Thank you so much!

OUR HUMAN TeAM
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5,089 volunteers

77,540 members and collaborators

136 hired workers
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GOVeRNING BODIeS

71 Diocesan Delegates - Presidents 1 Representative from the Central Services

The General Assembly is the supreme governig body of Manos Unidas.
It meets twice a year.

The Standing Committee is the governing body that, subordinated to the General Assembly and following its gui-
delines, manages Manos Unidas operations. It meets once a month.

* The position of President was held by Soledad Suárez until 21st May,
and that of Treasurer was held by Tomás Rodríguez until28th September.

President
Clara Pardo*

Councillor
Mons. Carlos Escribano

Vice-councillor
José Antonio Álvarez

Vice-president
Guadalupe Sierra

Secretary
José Valero

Treasurer
Tomás Rodríguez*

Sec. Gen. of Catholic Action
Vacant

5 President-Delegate representatives
of the General Assembly 

Araceli Cavero, Encarnación Pérez,
Joan Martí, Elena Garvía, 
Eladio Seco-Herrera

3 Central Services
Representatives 
Macarena Aguirre,
Isabel Vogel, 
Julián Jiménez

STANDING COMMITTEE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Standing CommitteePresident

The diocesan structure of Manos Unidas means that

we are present in the whole national territory, giving

our mission essential capillarity and being deeply

rooted in Spanish society.

The Central Services, with headquarters in Madrid, and

the 71 diocesan Delegations share two lines of work,

complementary and intrinsically related: raising the

awareness of the Spanish population on the world si-

tuation and fundraising for financing development

projects in the countries of the South.

In the current context of globalisation and in-
creasing interdependence among individuals,
communities, countries and continents, Manos
Unidas considers it is essential to strengthen coor-
dination with other organisations in order to col-
lectively deal with the causes of hunger and po-
verty in the world. 

We are also present in different national and in-
ternational networks and organisations:

l Pontifical Council Cor Unum

l CIDSE (Catholic International Cooperation 
for Development and Solidarity)

l CONCORD (Confederation for Cooperation 
of Relief and Development NGOs)

l CONGDE (Coordinator for Spanish 
Development NGOs)

l Fundación Sur

l Pacto Global Contra la Pobreza

l Foro de Laicos

l Consejo Nacional de Misiones

l Plataforma del Voluntariado de España

l Asociación Española de Fundraising

l Pacto Mundial

l WUCWO (World Union of Catholic 
Women’s Organisations)
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Management Secretary
Tecnical Secretary

DIOCeSAN DeLeGATIONS

MANAGeMeNT BODy

Vice-President / Vice-Delegate Secretary

DIOCESAN MANAGEMENT TEAM

TreasurerPresident / Delegate

Central Services are the technical and management services in charge of implementing 
the agreements adopted by the Association’s governing bodies.

Resources & HR 
Administration Dept.

Communication and 
Public Presence Dept.

Delegations Area

Projects Area
education for 

Development Dept.
Financial Management &

Planning Dept.

CENTRAL SERVICES

President
Clara Pardo

Secretary General 
Ricardo Loy
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Manos Unidas, inspired by the ethical value of solidarity, 

by the Gospel and by the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

maintains two lines of work:

l Raising the awareness and denouncing the 

existence of hunger and poverty, their causes 

and possible remedies.

l Obtaining economic resources to finance the programmes,

plans and comprehensive development projects aimed 

at dealing with these needs.
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One of the main tasks of Manos Unidas is to denounce and make the Spanish 
society aware of the existence of hunger as part of the daily life of around 800 
million people, in order to collectively cope the causes originanting it, providing
the best solutions.
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In 2016 we started a three-year work plan that revitalise

the commitment that has guided us since our founda-

tion: Confront Hunger! We know the global possibilities

of everyone living with dignity have grown, but can see

how globalisation is not geared towards greater social

justice, but indifference and exclusion, corruption and

lack of concern for the most vulnerable have all prevailed.

We see how what St. John Paul II called the “paradox of

abundane” takes place: the planet produces enough food

to feed everyone, yet over 800 million people starve every

day. Knowing that hunger in the world has many inter-

dependent causes, during these three years we are focus-

ing on three we believe to be essential: the misuse of

food and energy resources; an international economic

system where profit reigns and the weakest are excluded

as it turns food into a commodity with which to specu-

late; and, finally, our lifestyle and consumption habits

that favour this model.

Thus, the slogan chosen for the 2016 Campaign was Con-

front Hunger: SOW! and, through our awareness-raising

activities, we set ourselves the target to sow resources

and capacities in communities, sowing responsibility and

cooperation among the States to ensure the right to food

and sowing solidarity throughout the Spanish society, be-

cause only with everyone’s commitment is it possible to

end hunger.
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Each year, the 71 Manos Unidas Delegations combine hard work

and enthusiasm to implement hundreds of initiatives all over the

national territory. Many of these activities have been carried out

for decades and are now true hallmarks of our Organisation, such

as the “sandwich operations”, “hunger dinners”, solidarity races...

In 2016, like every year with the Campaign launch, the imagina-

tion and commitment of thousands of volunteers were once

again activated in order to continue creating new events and

spaces where awareness and fund-raising went hand in hand: so-

lidarity breakfasts, dance contests, pilgrimages, magic evenings,

film premieres, courses at universities, gatherings, etc.

This intense activity by the Delegations is organised at the local

level with the collaboration of various social agents, such as

parishes, groups, educational centres, associations, the media,

public institutions and companies n

More information on the work carried out by the Delegations 
on the Manos Unidas website.

In close connection with the Delegations, Link Opera-

tion is an activity aimed at connecting individuals or

groups (schools, universities, parishes, businesses, pro-

fessional associations) of Spanish society with one or se-

veral of the Manos Unidas projects supports in the South.

It thus contributes to achieving greater awareness and

commitment towards impoverished countries, through re-

ports that make the Spanish population aware of the situ-

ation, living conditions, problems and initiatives of the

communities we support. Link Operation also promotes

the raising of funds that are included in a common fund

aimed at financing the “linked” project as well as others

promoted by Manos Unidas.

Direct and private funding
On the other hand, Link Operation also deals with the

reception and formulation of development projects that

will be directly financed by individuals or private entities.

These entities are mainly companies, foundations and as-

sociations that allocate funds to specific projects through

their Corporate Social Responsibility strategy n

Link Operation in 2017

434 Link Operations
carried out

71 calls for projects 
approved through 

Vía Directa

Our allies in 
the private sector Our Delegations’

work and enthusiasmManos Unidas works in partnership with the private

sector so companies may contribute to the implementa-

tion of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and to

the development of an economic model characterized by

integrity, transparency, equal opportunities and environ-

mental protection.

In this sense, in 2016 Manos Unidas reinforced its com-

mitment to the United Nations Global Compact - an initia-

tive which promotes ten principles for action in the field of

human rights, labour standards, the environment and anti-

corruption-, which has been supported by large companies,

SMEs, business associations, the tertiary sector, trade

unions and educational institutions. One of the results of

this effort is the generation of a “common language” for a

better understanding among the different entities. 

In addition, partnerships with private entities for the

financing of development projects, such as the case of Link

Operation, were also an essential tool for raising awareness

of the companies’ employees and customers n
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With the slogan “Taste our recipe to combat

hunger in the world”, the videos entering the com-

petition had to reflect in one minute ideas to end

hunger. Thanks to the collaboration of many com-

panies and institutions, our festival continues to

grow in terms of quality and presence in society.

Furthermore, it is an important tool for teachers to

raise their pupils’ awareness.

The novelty of this edition was the incorpora-

tion of the Primary level in the Schools category

and the record of participation was broken with

1,268 videos received: 1,268 minutes of social de-

nouncement, solidarity and hope; in other words,
over 20 hours of sensitization and awareness-rai-

sing in the fight against waste of food n

clipmetrajesmanosunidas.org

VII Video Clip
Festival 
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Manos Unidas awards 2016
The Manos Unidas Awards were presented at an emotional

ceremony held on 28 June at Edificio Beatriz in Madrid, which for

more than 30 years pay tribute to the actions that reveal the real-

ity of most disadvantaged countries from schools and the media.

Manos Unidas Special Award: Julián del Olmo, director of the

“Pueblo de Dios” programme (RTVE); Press Award: Quim Pujals

and Mª José Carmona; Photojournalism Award: Javier Carbajal and

Juanjo Perez Monclús, from OM Colectivo; Poster Award for Chil-

dren and Young People: Xoel López, and Short Story Award for

Children and Young People: Noa Pérez and Ainhoa Couceiro n

There are reasons, there are no excuses
4th edition of “24 hours”

In November 2016 we launched “24 days for 24 hours”, a

global awareness-raising campaign with different actions.

With the slogan “We want to illuminate the world. There

are reasons. There are no excuses”, we disseminated 24

reasons that drive our commitment to improve the lives of

the most disadvantaged. 41 activities were held at Manos

Unidas Delegations, 4,875 people participated in the action

called “Illuminate the World” through the website

manosunidas.org/24horas, 1,282 photos were received

from dozens of countries to participate in the “Light the

Flame” action and 22 schools took part with 743 drawings

in the “Schools that Give Light” competition. The campaign

was supported by leading figures at the social level as well

as by public and private entities n

Manos Unidas and
CADENA 100 

for Benín

At the Noche de CADENA 100 concert held on 9th April in fa-

vour of Manos Unidas and its solidarity project in Benin, an ex-

traordinary line-up of top artists took to the stage, including The

Corrs, Fangoria, Jess Glynne, Malú, Estopa, Julieta Venegas, Ál-

varo Soler, Efecto Pasillo, Omi, Morat and Auryn & Anastacia.

The aim of this year’s edition of the charity concert was to

raise awareness on the sexual abuse of minors as well as funds

for the construction and furnishing of a new building at “La

Maison du Soleil” centre, which provides shelter, training and

support to young mothers and their children, in many cases,

girls who have been victims of sexual abuse and unwanted

pregnancies n
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During 2016 we promoted our awareness-raising actions

through the communication of messages and content that

would make Spanish society more aware of the reality of

the disadvantaged countries in which we work.

In this sense, we must highlight the materials produced

for our campaign “Confront Hunger: SOW!”, which reached

hundreds of thousands of people through radio and televi-

sion spots, educational resources, videos, printed t-shirts

and all the initiatives implemented by Central Services and

the Delegations to disseminate the campaign.

In 2016, Manos Unidas’ actions appeared more than

29,000 times in the written media and we made four field

trips with journalists, which allowed us to make our work

known to some of the major national media. Furthermore,

we reinforced our public presence through intense website

and social network activity (reaching 85,000 followers on

Facebook and 35,000 on Twitter), sending over 60 email

communications to our social base giving information on

our work, and we continue to publish a quarterly magazine

with a circulation of nearly 380,000 copies per year n

2016 was the second year of this campaign that we

promote as members of CIDSE, the international alliance

of Catholic development organisations from Europe and

North America. Through it, our aim is to influence policy

change toward a more sustainable world and to raise so-

ciety’s awareness on the adoption of sustainable life-

styles, focusing on forms of food and energy consumption

and production in order to care for the planet and the peo-

ple living on it.

In the spring, we published a Tour of the Alternatives on

social networks, which showed sustainable consumption

and production experiences presented at the Climate Change

Summit held in Paris in December 2015. In June, we joined

the Laudato Si anniversary celebrations by disseminating on

our channels content related with Pope Francis’s Encyclical.

On the occasion of World Food Day (16th October), we began

the Stories of Change project in which, through short videos,

we showed various initiatives favouring more sustainable

food production and consumption n

manosunidas.org/campana-cambiemos-por-el-planeta
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Change for the Planet
Care for the People

Communication and 
public presence

If you take care of the planet,
you fight poverty

With a planned duration of two years, this campaign was

presented in June and is part of the Connect Yourself for Jus-

tice project, a group comprising Spanish Church organisations

working in cooperation (Caritas, CONFER, Justicia y Paz,

Manos Unidas and REDES). The goal is to contribute to trans-

forming the current development model - unjust, non-soli-

dary and unsustainable- through the change of personal and

community lifestyles and habits, going deeper into the con-

tent and the recommendations of the Laudato Si Encyclical.

The campaign focuses on four areas: the ecclesiastical,

by working with the Commisión Episcopal de Pastoral So-

cial and religious congregations; the educational, with the

production of awareness-raising materials for children and

adults; the political, with the presentation of proposals to

our representatives; and, finally, with the media. All this

in the form of work deeply rooted in local aspects, thanks

to our diocesan presence n

enlazateporlajusticia.org
manosunidas.ongd

@ManosUnidasONGD

barquillo38

@manosunidas

Our social networks



The 604 development initiatives that we supported in 2016

cover cross-cutting sectors, with various approaches according

to each context. With the goal of “Confronting Hunger,”

Manos Unidas promoted the food and nutritional security of

the communities with which we work. To do this, we support

multiple development processes that seek the self-sufficiency

and sustainability of family and community farms, with an in-

vestment of more than 10 million euros. In addition, we con-

tinue accompanying all those communities in need of training,

advice and supplies for feeding themselves.

The improvement in the quality and universality of access to

education and training is always a major challenge for Manos

Unidas. For our Organisation, it is imperative that all boys and

girls have access to school from a very early age as it strength-

ens their cognitive and motor development and, therefore,

their future and the future of their families and communities.

Thus, since 2016 almost 43,000 boys and girls enjoy better edu-

cational conditions thanks to 220 projects implemented in

this sector. The vocational training of young people, as well as

specific training for women, were also among the priority lines

of action. More than 41,000 young people were supported by

educational programmes initiated last year.

On the other hand, we work to promote equal rights and equal

opportunities for men and women, and that’s why we support

literacy and training processes aimed at strengthening the au-

tonomy of women and their ability to participate in all areas

of society. In addition, we facilitate the training of communi-

ties in their rights and duties so they may have access to the

tools that enable them to claim them from those responsible

for providing them.

A large part of the 604 projects implemented in 2016 are car-

ried out in the rural area; thus favouring the permanence of

populations in their environment, the care of the environment

and respect for local cultures and livelihoods. We also sup-

ported 50 development initiatives aimed at indigenous po-

pulations (for a sum of €3,384,090), so their traditional ter-

ritories will be legally recognised, protected against external

aggressions and offer their inhabitants alternative lifestyles

based on their own culture and the environment. We also sup-

port production and legal procedures, as well as those of public

denouncement, accompaniment, training and provision of

basic needs.

In order to contribute to making this world a better place, we

continue to learn and improve each day so the effort of all our

partners and collaborators will render the best results in the de-

velopment of the most impoverished and needy populations.
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populations on the planet through local organisations with whom we work in Africa, 
Latin America and Asia. True to our principles, during 2016 we gave priority to the most
isolated communities, which have the lowest Human Development Index and which do
not receive any other aid. We support women and men who live in conditions of extreme
poverty and risk of exclusion, promoting rights inherent to every person regardless of sex,
race, colour and religion.
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604 projects

More than 2 million people supported

58 countries

€39,829,082.26 investment



Manos Unidas’ Projects a     

In 2016 Manos Unidas has approved
a total of 604 projects, 
in 58 countries,amounting
39,829,082.26 euros.

We also continue to give financial support 
to projects from previous years. 
In 2016, the total number of projects has been 941.
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AgRicultuRe
Amount: €11,303,208.71

124,308 beneficiaries

113 projects
educAtion

Amount: €11,003,167.22
98,906 beneficiaries

220 projects
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BY SECTOR

Education
36%

Healthcare
17%

Social
15%

Agriculture
19%

Women
12%



   around the World in 2016
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SociAl
Amount: €6,101,601.48
594,392 beneficiaries

92 projects

 2
 

woMen
Amount: €4,889,516.55

220,531 beneficiaries

75 projects
heAlthcARe

Amount: €6,531,588.30
1,005,576 beneficiaries

104 projects
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Africa
47%

Amercia
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287 projects

17,383,447.88 euros
33 countries

Morocco
11

Mauritania
8

Ghana
11

Guinea 
Bissau

1

Sierra
Leone

10

Senegal
13

Cameroon
16

Central
African rep.

1

Gabon
1

Mali
2

Benin 
18

Chad
5

Nigeria
1

Burkina
Faso

19

South
Sudan

5

Sudán
1

Ethiopia
11

Dem. rep.
of Congo

19

Angola
1

Zambia
14

tanzania
9

Kenya
4

Uganda
15

Madagascar
20

rwanda 
4

Malawi
12

Burundi 
4

Somalia
2

Zimbabwe
7

Mozambique
18

Egypt
5

Eritrea
2togo
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EDUCAtION SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

HEALtHCArE SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

WOMEN SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

143

€7,113,233 

50%

67

€4,466,077 

23%

31

€1,690,645 

11%

Africa Key Facts



Despite Africa having a third of the natural resources 

and half of the arable land in the world, access to basic

rights remains a dream for most of its inhabitants. 

1,200 million people live on less than 1 dollar a day and

50 million children have no access to education. 

In countries rich in raw materials, such as Angola, 

Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

we see how oil, diamonds or coltan have not contributed

to the well-being of the population, but are the source 

of their misfortunes. Africa is also the continent that

suffers most from the effects of climate change in the

way of drought, coastal erosion and flooding. In some

countries, poverty is further aggravated as a result of 

the violence of armed groups that cause mass exodus 

of the population, destruction of infrastructures, 

corruption, as well as trafficking and exploitation 

of minors.

In this difficult context, last year we increased 
agricultural projects in most countries in order 

to reinforce food security and empowerment of 

farmers. Likewise, we financed, as a matter of priority,

water access projects through dams, wells and 

distribution channels to combat the effects of its 

storage on food, hygiene, livestock farming and crops. 

In this area we have implemented projects in Kenya,

Cameroon and Togo, among other countries.

The spread of diseases, aggravated by the lack of 

drinking water, has revealed the fragility of healthcare in

the area, as was demonstrated in the Ebola outbreak 

in Sierra Leone. Thus, we reaffirm the importance of

helping to build robust healthcare systems and

strengthen regional coordination so similar situations

will not reoccur. On the other hand, malaria still shows 

a high incidence, and although AIDS has decreased, it

continues to mainly affect Sub-Saharan Africa. 

With the construction of new centres, the provision of

equipment and the training of healthcare staff, we are

contributing to improve healthcare systems in the 

different countries where we work.

In the field of education, there are still serious 

infrastructure and teacher training problems. 

That’s why we remain committed not only to the 

construction of schools at different levels, 

but also to improving the quality of education

by supporting the training of qualified teachers. 

With regard to vocational training, results are

positive, since many of the young people 

who took part in the project were able to

generate new sources of income by 

gaining access to the labour market, 

forming co-operatives or developing 

self-employment projects.

However, despite the progress, there is 

still a long way to go, and in this sense 
African women play an active leading role. 

For this reason, Manos Unidas includes 

the gender focus in all its projects,

in order to support women in their 

daily struggle against gender 

violence and discrimination. 

We believe that women are 

the great driving force 

of Africa and, with them, the 

African people will continue to 

progress, resiliently and tirelessly, 

and build an increasingly safer 

and fairer reality for their 

communities.
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Now we have a good peanut, cassava, yam and cocoyam harvest and no family has 
gone hungry during this period. We have kept seeds and fertilizers for future plantings
and the work in the field has also contributed to family integration, that strived and
worked hard to get good results for everyone. Mothers and children have sown and
harvested, and our husbands did a good job in preparing the land. We have been 
able to see how we are all necessary.

Hermine Ndjengoes, 
President of the local agricultural association Vie et Enviroment

Food security and rural development in ndom, cameroon.
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Latin America and the Caribbean are going through a 

period of political instability, of reduction of economic

growth and declining public investment in the social 

sector (education, healthcare, agricultural extension,

etc.). This situation has made inequalities and conflicts

worsen, and some of the progresses achieved in recent

years for the most excluded populations, especially

farmers and indigenous populations, have even reverted.

Many of these conflicts are related with the access

to and control of natural resources and often lead to 

violence and criminalization of human rights activists

such as Berta Cáceres, murdered in Honduras in March

2016, or of entire communities such as the Guarani

Kaiowá in Mato Grosso do Sul (Brazil) or the Shuar

in Ecuador.

Land grabbing, extractive activities, deforestation or the

effects of climate change push many communities to an

extreme situation, putting their food sovereignty at risk,

increasing their vulnerability and reducing their chances

of achieving a dignified life.

In this scenario, the work of Manos Unidas during 2016

increased in projects targeting food sovereignty and 

prioritized family and organic farming, taking into 

account the entire production cycle, from production  

to marketing and nutrition. In addition, we increased in-

terventions focused on strengthening communities and

local organisations so they could enforce their rights and

defend their interests.

We have also continued to work with local and interna-

tional processes and networks such as REPAM (Pan-

Amazon Ecclesial Network), Churches, Mining,

and CIDSE, which seek to articulate a more effective re-

sponse to the continent’s challenges and establish

strategies for the defence of human rights. As part of

this coordination effort it is important to highlight the

meeting organised with local members in November in

Lima, which was an important space for the exchange of

food sovereignty ideas on the continent.

50 % of the projects financed
in America during 2016 were
allocated to the agricultural sector
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Mexico
11

Guatemala
14

12
El Salvador

Honduras
7

Nicaragua
6

Panama
3

Ecuador
18

Dominican rep.
4

Haiti
12

143 projects

12,190,724.83 euros
14 countries

Colombia
9

Brazil
5

Bolivia
13

Paraguay
7

Peru
22
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Before the Manos Unidas project began, we were one of the communities
most forgotten by governments. Our work is focused on artisanal fishing, 
egg collecting, bird hunting and other seasonal tasks. The project has 
generated a visible progress in our traditional processes and, as a result, 
we have increased our income; which motivates us today to continue 
improving as a community and committing ourselves to work every day 
to achieve it.

Rody Suaña, Communal President,
Comprehensive Development Project

with the indigenous communi-
ties os isla ccapi los uros, Perú.

AGrICULtUrE SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

SOCIAL SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

WOMEN SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

72

€7,102,955 

50%

34

€1,846,590 

24%

15

€1,320,058 

10%

America Key Facts
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India
143

Iraq
3

Lebanon
6

3
Jordan

Philippi-
nes

East
timor

1

Vietnam
1

Cambodia
6

thailand
1

Israel 3

Palestina
1

174 projects

10,254,909.55 euros
11 countries
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EDUCAtION SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

SOCIAL SECtOr 

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

WOMEN SECtOr

No. projects:

Amount:

% Projects:

65

€3,094,144 

37%

37

€2,116,805 

21%

29

€1,856,484 

17%

Asia Key Facts

Mamta is a teenager living in Sandila, a small village in northern India. 
In a family context characterized by economic insecurity, Mamta was
married against her will when she was only 12 years old. After 6 months 
of a stormy and violent marriage she decided to leave the home of her 
in-laws where she lived with her husband and go back to her village. 
There she was warmly welcomed by her former friends, who encouraged
her to continue her studies. Thanks to the project and training and 
income-generation programmes, Mamta is now studying to become
a nursing assistant and lives in her village surrounded by her friends 
and family.

community programme for women in
the sate of de uttar Pradesh, india.

M
an

os
 U

n
id

as



Asia is the most populous and extensive continent where

Manos Unidas works in areas as diverse as Lebanon, 

East Timor or India. This country, which concentrates most 

of the area’s resources aimed at development, has been

greatly affected by the government’s decision to withdraw 

500 and 1,000-rupee banknotes from circulation, which has

had dire consequences for the most disadvantaged population

since it does not have easy access to banks and depends on

cash for their day-to-day life. This is in addition to the 

already extreme situation suffered by the rural population,

permanently afflicted by poverty, and violence in all areas

toward women, in a society that still considers them second-

class citizens and who end up in child marriages. In this sce-

nario, Manos Unidas has focused its work on women-oriented

projects, with special emphasis on community strengthening

and training and on savings and credit groups.

The Middle East is another of the regions where Manos Unidas

has been making an important effort in the last few years.

This area is presently at its most troubled since the Second

World War. Syrian and Iraqi conflicts have led to the forced

displacement of millions of people both within and outside its

borders. These displacements occur toward Turkey, Lebanon,

Jordan and Egypt, neighbouring countries that do not have

many resources and which have been overwhelmed by this

massive influx of refugees on their way to Europe, collapsing

healthcare and education systems. Manos Unidas continues 

to work with these countries through healthcare projects, 

educational programmes for children, young people and

women, as well as with emergency food aid projects.

In Southeast Asia, during 2016 we continued to work in 

the Philippines in the country’s post-emergency 

reconstruction tasks, three years after Typhoon Haiyan. 

Our work is primarily focused on the reconstruction of the 

educational infrastructures that were destroyed on the island

of Cebu. In Cambodia, where the country faces the enormous

challenge of consolidating an economy affected by decades 

of war, our work has focused on rural development and the

support of employment and income generation initiatives 

for the most vulnerable population. In East Timor, with half 

of its population illiterate and living below the poverty 

threshold, Manos Unidas has supported small rural schools

and promoted the improvement of vocational training and 

employability of young people in rural areas.
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s Manos Unidas is a development NGO whose work focuses primarily on the medium and long term, 

on development initiatives that seek the autonomy of the communities with which it collaborates. However, 
our continued support in the field thanks to local organisations with which we work and our ability to immediately
send funds, meant that in 2016 we were able to meet the urgent needs of those people and communities most 
affected by different disasters and humanitarian crises. Thus, last year we supported around 235,000 people
through 34 emergency projects for a total sum of €2,281,565.

Africa

Asia
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€750,914

projects

120,271 people supported

6 €406,088
projects

28,450 people supported

America 14
€1,124,563

projects

85,907 people supported

In the IDP camps in Juba, capital of South Sudan, around 37,000

people live in very poor conditions. To help remedy this situation,

we financed two emergency projects with €205,003 with which 

we directly supported 4,105 people who had no access to basic 

hygiene, food and drinking water services. 

In Ethiopia, in order to deal with the adverse effects of famine

and detect cases of severe malnutrition, we supported more

than 34,000 people - among them, over 4,700 children and 

more than 4,400 pregnant women and nursing mothers- 

through three emergency projects for a sum of €118,807.

We also supported emergency projects in Burkina Faso (1), 
Chad (1), eritrea (1), Malawi (2), Mozambique (2), 
Democratic Republic of Congo (1) and Somalia (1).

We also supported 4 emergency projects in India.

s
s

Three years after Typhoon Haiyan struck the Philippines, 

the country’s post-emergency reconstruction work continues.

Our work during 2016 focused on the reconstruction of 

educational infrastructures that had been completely destroyed

on the island of Cebu, with a project of more than €272,000.

On the other hand, also in the Philippines, we met the 

humanitarian emergency needs caused by Typhoon Melor

through a project of more than €52,000, which provided 

support for the affected communities of the island of Samar.

The earthquake that struck the coast of Ecuador left a toll of 663 people dead and 

28,775 displaced. Through our local members, we have collaborated with the most 

affected territories and supported more than 17,000 people through 10 projects with 

a value of €875,557. In a first phase we responded to the basic needs of 600 families 

and, in a second phase, our collaboration focused on rebuilding housing and educational 

infrastructures affected.

Our response to Hurricane Matthew in Haiti was associated, at first, to the provision 

of medical kits and the displacement of health personnel. Subsequently, we have 

implemented a number of actions to curb the resurgence of cholera, rehabilitate 

housing and roads and rebuild the communities’ production capacity in order to 

urgently recover the lost harvests. Manos Unidas supported 63,900 people 

with 3 projects with a value of €224,891.

We also supported one emergency project in Paragauay.
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“There is no room for 
excuses for the suffering 

of our brothers and sisters”

W
hy W
E
 D
O
 IT

I feel really privileged to accompany Manos Unidas as Na-

tional Councillor. When you become aware of the work carried

out in so many diocesan Delegations, so many hours of dedi-

cation and so much enthusiasm, we can only give thanks for

so much commitment, so many tasks carried out in favour of

the most needy. Yes, they are who really matter.

Reality, despite so many efforts, still reveals heart-break-

ing poverty around the world, which requires many hands

willing to work in favour of those needing to see their perso-

nal dignity restored. It is then that our task makes real sense,

the task of so many of us, who creatively and couragely take

up Pope Francis’s proposal to become instruments of mercy,

through generous works of mercy: “The works of mercy affect

a person’s entire life. For this reason, we can set in motion a

real cultural revolution, beginning with simple gestures capa-

ble of reaching body and spirit, people’s very lives. This is a

commitment that the Christian community should take up,

in the knowledge that God’s word constantly calls us to leave

behind the temptation to hide behind indifference and indi-

vidualism in order to lead a comfortable life free of problems.

Jesus tells his disciples: “The poor you always have with you”

(Jn 12:8). There is no alibi to justify not engaging with the poor

when Jesus has identified himself with each of them.” (Fran-

cis, Misericordia et Misera, 20).

There is no room for excuses for the suffering of our

brothers and sisters. That is why the Catholic Church in Spain,

for some years now, wants to be present in the poorest coun-

tries to promote development projects to cover peremptory

needs that require a resolute response, as the Pope expects

of us all and especially of Catholics: “In our own day, whole

peoples suffer hunger and thirst, and we are haunted by pic-

tures of children with nothing to eat. Throngs of people con-

tinue to migrate from one country to another in search of

food, work, shelter and peace. Disease in its various forms is

a constant cause of suffering that cries out for assistance,

comfort and support. Prisons are often places where confine-

ment is accompanied by serious hardships due to inhumane

living conditions. Illiteracy remains widespread, preventing

children from developing their potential and exposing them

to new forms of slavery. The culture of extreme individualism,

especially in the West, has led to a loss of a sense of solidarity

with and responsibility for others. Today many people have

no experience of God himself, and this represents the greatest

poverty and the major obstacle to recognizing the inviolable

dignity of human life.” (Francis, Misericordia et Misera, 18).

That presence of the Church in Spain to launch develop-

ment projects in the poorest countries, through the actions

of Manos Unidas, is still necessary. That commitment of our

founders, which has borne so many fruits over fifty-eight

years, continues making perfect sense. And this can be seen

in the Organisation’s work as a whole and in the multiple

tasks it carries out. From the commitment of those who col-

laborate and work in the Central Services to the tasks that

are developed in all of our Delegations.

It is necessary to continue being committed to the com-

prehensive development of people who suffer. For this rea-

son, I thank you and encourage you to continue working per-

severingly and generously in favour of the neediest. That task

of making the mercy of God present in the work carried out

by the members of the Association, partners, volunteers, col-

laborators, donors and workers expresses unconditional love,

a real interest in the other person, who we always consider

as a gift for us (cfr. Francis, Message for Lent 2017). Many

thanks and Onward we go!

+ Carlos Escribano Subías

Bishop of Calahorra & La Calzada-Logroño

and Manos Unidas Councillor
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by Manos Unidas in 2016

from our members.
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transparency
Manos Unidas is an organisation strongly committed to the TRANSPARENCY of its funds;
it is one of our values as an institution and a faithful reflection of our accountability to society. 

Manos Unidas complies 

with all transparency and 

best practice requirements 

established by Fundación Lealtad.

Manos Unidas has

been designated by

the Spanish Agency

for International Development 

Cooperation as a qualified body 

to receive funding.

Manos Unidas

complies with 

all transparency

tool and best

practice requirements 

established by the Spanish

NGDO Coordinator.

Our annual accounts have been audited by Espaudit Gabinete de Auditoría S.A.
(See page 26)
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€47,620,623 raised

87% income from private sources,

38.3% of the income comes

90.2% allocated to Manos unidas’ Aims

& 13% from the public sector

85.1% to Development Projects and 5.1% to Awareness-raising



SOURCE OF INCOME

totAl incoMe 2016: 47,620,623.-

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES

(1)  Includes private donations, organisations and foundations, companies and anonymous entities.

(2)  Includes extraordinary results, refund/cancellation of subsidies granted in previous years, 
positive exchange differences and applied provisions.

(3)  This figure corresponds to the projects approved, plus the annuities of the different agreements 
supported by AECID.

* The deficit of the year 2016 is compensated with the surpluses of previous campaigns.

EXPENSES ALLOCATION CRITERIA
The costs are divided among those allocated to Manos Unidas’ Aims and Operating Costs.

Schools, Emergencies, 
Awareness - raising
projects, Private 
subventions, 
Financial Income and 
Other private income.

SOUrCE OF INCOME (%)

Private Public

Manos Unidas’ Aims Others

ExPENSES ALLOCAtION (%)

Awareness-raising

Administration
and Structure

Promotion and 
Income raising

Members and donors (1)

Parishes and religious Institutions

Schools

Emergencies

Inheritances and bequests

Others

TOTAL PRIVATe SeCTOR

18,117,948.-

10,472,149.-

1,127,440.-

787,674.-

7,839,979.-

2,861,609.-

41,206,801.-

Private Income: 87.0%

European Union

Spanish Agency for International 

Development Cooperation (AECID)

Local and regional Administration

TOTAL PUBLIC SeCTOR

INCOMe RAISeD 100%

OTHeR INCOMe (2)

590,000.-

2,138,909.-

3,425,133.-

6,154,042.-

47,360,843.-

259,780.-

Public Income: 13.0%

Awareness-raising

Development projects (3)

Projects management

TOTAL MANOS UNIDAS’ AIMS

2,494,545.-

39,829,082.-

1,765,761.-

44,089,387.-

Manos Unidas’ Aims: 90.2%

Promotion & Income raising 1,356,699.-

Administration & Structure 3,458,558.-

Promotion & Income Raising: 2.8%

Administration & Structure: 7.0%

l OPERATING COSTS:

w Promotion & Income Raising. Includes the Public Presence 

and Communication Area expenses used for raising funds 

and advertising the Organisation’s activity.

w Administration & Structure Expenses. These are the expenses

generated by the Organisation’s management and administration.

l AWARENESS-RAISING COSTS: This contains the expenses of the 

Education for Development Area, as well as those allocated to this

purpose by the Public Presence and Communication Area.

l PROJECTS COSTS: This includes the amount of the total 

number of projects approved in the year, plus management costs,

personnel, auditing and assessment evaluation of financed projects.

totAl exPenSeS 2016:

DEFICIt 2016*

48,904,645.-

-1,284,022.-

87.0%

90.2% 9.8%

13.0%

85.1%
Development

Projects

5.1%

7%

2.8%

Members
and Donors

38.3%

Parishes and
religious

Institutions

22.1%

Inheritances
and Bequests

16.6%

Others:
10.1%

AECID
4.5% Local & regional

Administration
7.2%
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The work we carry out to help the world’s poorest countries would be impossible without Manos Unidas’ friends

and collaborators. A long list of volunteers, employees, members, individual and collective donors, companies,

banks, associations and foundations support this work through donations, co-funding of development projects,

sponsoring initiatives or by providing a range of services. The contribution of schools and parishes is especially

relevant.

The list of entities that that co-fund development projects are contained in our “Projects Book”, published along-

side this Annual Report. 

Manos Unidas would especially like to thank all the national, regional and local media (newspapers, magazines,

radio and television channels) for broadcasting our messages and for the free publication and broadcasting of our

announcements and spots. 

Audit Report
The full Audit Report is available in PDF format on our website (www.manosunidas.org) 
or in paper format at our Delegations and Central Services.
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Many, many thanks to you all.



15001 A coRuÑA
Marqués de Cerralbo, 11 bajo. 
Tfno. 981 205 659
02002 AlBAcete
Teodoro Camino, 6-5º izda. 
Tfno. 967 212 315
28802 AlcAlÁ de henAReS (Madrid)
Vía Complutense, 8 bis. 
Tfno. 918 833 544 
03003 AlicAnte
Arquitecto Morell, 10-2ª esc.,1º H
Tfno. 965 922 298
04001 AlMeRÍA
Ricardos, 9-1º izda. Tfno. 950 276 780
24700 AStoRgA (león)
Martínez Salazar, 8-1º. 
Tfno. 987 602 536
05001 ÁVilA
Plaza del Rastro, 2 bajo. 
Tfno. 920 253 993 
06005 BAdAJoZ
Avda. Antonio Masa, 11. 
Tfno. 924 248 951 
22300 BARBAStRo (huesca)
Juan de Lanuza, 6 bajo. 
Tfno. 974 315 614
08037 BARcelonA
Pau Claris, 190-1º, 1ª. Tfno. 934 877 878
48005 BilBAo
Plaza Nueva, 4-3º. Tfno. 944 795 886
09005 BuRgoS
Clunia, s/n. Tfno. 947 220 687
10003 cÁceReS
General Ezponda, 14-1º. 
Tfno. 927 214 414
11001 cÁdiZ
Hospital de Mujeres, 26. 
Tfno. 956 214 972
12001 cAStellÓn
San Luis, 15 entresuelo, 1º A. 
Tfno. 964 228 858
51001 ceutA
Plaza de África, s/n. Tfno. 956 511 253
13001 ciudAd ReAl
Caballeros, 7-2º planta. 
Tfno. 926 255 467
37500 ciudAd RodRigo (Salamanca)
Díez Taravilla, 15. Tfno. 923 482 035
14008 cÓRdoBA
Concepción, 4-1º C. Tfno. 957 479 578
16002 cuencA
Avda. República Argentina, 27. 
Tfno. 969 222 022
15402 FeRRol (A coruña)
Magdalena, 153-1º dcha. 
Tfno. 981 300 318
28901 getAFe (Madrid)
Almendro, 4-2º. Tfno. 916 838 985
17002 giRonA
S. J. Bautista La Salle, 19-2º, 2ª
Tfno. 972 200 525

18009 gRAnAdA
Plaza Campillo, 2-5º G y H. 
Tfno. 958 226 620
19005 guAdAlAJARA
Avda. Venezuela, 9 - Col. Sanz Vázquez 
Tfno. 949 218 220
18500 guAdix (granada)
Pº. Ismael González de la Serna, 1 bajo 
Tfno. 958 663 592
21004 huelVA
Doctor Cantero Cuadrado, 1-1ª planta
sala 7. Tfno. 959 253 388
22002 hueScA
Plaza de la Catedral, 8. Tfno. 974 226 556
07800 iBiZA
Pedro Francés, 12-2º. Tfno. 971 312 774
22700 JAcA (huesca)
Seminario, 8-3º. Tfno. 974 362 251
23007 JAÉn
Maestro Bartolomé, 7 dpdo. 
Tfno. 953 250 114
11402 JeReZ de lA FRonteRA (cádiz)
Sevilla, 53. Tfno. 956 180 156
35003 lAS PAlMAS de gRAn cAnARiA
Ángel Guerra, 26 bajo. Tfno. 928 371 307
24003 leÓn
Sierra Pambley, 6-3ºC. 
Tfno. 987 248 408
25002 lleidA
Blondel, 11-2º. Tfno. 973 269 104
26004 logRoÑo
Obispo Fidel García, 1. Tfno. 941 247 888
27001 lugo
Cruz, 1B-1º. Tfno. 982 255 567
28013 MAdRid
Gran Via, 46-4º. Tfno. 915 221 783
07701 MAhÓn (Menorca)
Carrero des Mirador de ses Monges, 1
Tfno. 971 369 936
29015 MÁlAgA
Strachan, 6-3º izda. Tfno. 952 214 447
30001 MuRciA
Pza. Beato Andrés Hibernón, 1 entlo. izda. 
Tfno. 968 214 029
32004 oRenSe
Mestre Vide, 2, bajo Tfno. 988 233 782
33003 oViedo
San Isidoro, 2 bajo. Tfno. 985 203 161
34001 PAlenciA
Gil de Fuentes, 12-2º izda. 
Tfno. 979 752 121
07001 PAlMA de MAlloRcA
Seminario, 4. Tfno. 971 718 911
31006 PAMPlonA
Avda. Baja Navarra, 64-1º. 
Tfno. 948 210 318
10600 PlASenciA (cáceres)
Las Veras, 3. Tfno. 927 421 707
36003 PonteVedRA
Peregrina, 50 entreplanta. 
Tfno. 986 850 812

37002 SAlAMAncA
Pº de las Carmelitas, 98-91 1ºA. 
Tfno. 923 261 547
20005 SAn SeBAStiÁn
Loyola, 15-3º izda. Tfno. 943 424 510
08980 SAnt FeliÚ de lloBRegAt (Bar-
celona)
Armenteres, 35-3º. Tfno. 936 327 630
ext. 57
38002 SAntA cRuZ de teneRiFe
Pérez Galdós, 26-3º dcha. 
Tfno. 922 243 442
39001 SAntAndeR
Rualasal, 5-2º dcha. Tfno. 942 227 807
15705 SAntiAgo de coMPoStelA 
(A coruña)
Rúa del Villar, 18 apdo. 456. 
Tfno. 981 584 966
40001 SegoViA
Seminario, 4 bajo. Tfno. 921 460 271
25700 Seu d’uRgell (lleida)
Pati Palau, 1-5. Tfno. 973 351 266
41004 SeVillA
Plaza Virgen de los Reyes, s/n. 
Tfno. 954 227 568
25250 SolSonA-BellPuig (lleida)
Avda. Preixana, 16. Tfno. 973 320 183
42002 SoRiA
San Juan, 5-1º. Tfno. 975 231 490
50300 tARAZonA-cAlAtAYud 
(Zaragoza)
Ramón y Cajal, 6-4º. Tfno. 976 889 514
43001 tARRAgonA
Rambla Nova, 119 esc. A, 2º 2ª. 
Tfno. 977 244 078
44001 teRuel
Yagüe de Salas, 18 bajo. 
Tfno. 978 611 845
45002 toledo
Trinidad, 12. Tfno. 925 229 911
43500 toRtoSA (tarragona)
Mercaders, 2 bajo. Tfno. 977 511 428
46003 VAlenciA
Avellanas, 14 bajo. Tfno. 963 919 129
47002 VAllAdolid
Simón Aranda, 13-1º. Tfno. 983 305 065
08500 Vic (Barcelona)
Ronda de Camprodón, 2. 
Tfno. 938 861 555
36204 Vigo (Pontevedra)
Vázquez Varela, 54-2º B. 
Tfno. 986 423 696
01004 VitoRiA (Álava)
Fueros, 6-1º izda. Tfno. 945 231 179
49003 ZAMoRA
Plaza del Seminario, 2. 
Tfno. 980 532 091
50001 ZARAgoZA
Plaza de la Seo, 6-2ª planta. 
Tfno. 976 291 879

MANOS UNIDAS DELEGATIONS
(addresses)



Central Services 
Barquillo, 38 - 3º. 28004 Madrid

Tel.: 91 308 20 20 - manosunidas. org

Manos unidas
Prince of Asturias 

Award for Concord 2010


