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Manos Unidas celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2009. Throughout the year our institution held a number of acts to recall its rich
history of solidarity, and renewed its foundational commitments to work harder, as set forth in the Manifesto issued by the World Union
of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) on 2nd July 1955, which made the following statement, amongst others:

“We, the women of the entire world, chosen by nature to give life, to protect and nourish it, can no longer allow the frontiers of
hunger to mark our planet with trails of death”. […] United and together with all those who dedicate themselves to the same task, we
can achieve much more than we think. No more is needed to begin the enterprise. We declare war on hunger.”

Over these 50 years, Manos Unidas has maintained its view and contributed, through gifts and resources, to benefiting the poor,
having financed more than 25,000 development projects, which has meant that the living conditions of many of our brethren communities
have improved.

In 2009, our campaign “Fighting hunger, a project for everybody” focused on our mission of origin together with Millennium Devel-
opment Goal 1 (MDG1), which seeks to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. We recalled that putting an end to hunger is a matter of
personal and collective justice and responsibility. We also insisted that it is a moral obligation for us all to strive to make the changes
in values and conducts possible so as to be able to end this situation of extreme poverty in which so many people live and which is an
offence to their innate dignity.

After fifty years of existence, we continue to cultivate our original charisma, convinced that we have to give for free what we receive
for free, that we are responsible for one another, as God’s children and brothers and sisters, and the need to adopt more austere lifestyles
in the North…

In 2009 Manos Unidas was received by His Holiness Benedict XVI, the Spanish Bishops’ Council invited us to its Plenary Session
and dedicated a document to us on the occasion of our 50th anniversary. I also had the privilege to take part, as President of Manos
Unidas, in the II Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops. The need to treat Africa with the dignity, protagonism and respect
that it deserves was ever-present at this intense experience of communion. This is also put into practice by Manos Unidas in the four
continents in which it works, and especially in the case of the poorest communities, who are the target of our projects.

Manos Unidas has always sought to be and will continue to be 
a history of love toward them. Thanks to all of you who make this 
encounter possible.

presentation

Myriam García Abrisqueta
President



Manos Unidas is the Spanish Catholic Church Organisation 
for the aid, promotion and development of the Third World. 
It is at the same time a Catholic and secular Non-Governmental 
Development Organisation (NGDO), made up of volunteers. 

It is our mission to fight against famine, nutritional deficiency, 
poverty, disease, underdevelopment, and lack of education; 
and to work to eradicate the structural causes producing them: 
injustice, unequal distribution of goods and opportunities 
among people and communities, ignorance, prejudices, 
lack of solidarity, indifference and the crisis of human and 
Christian values (Articles of Association, Art. 5). 
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who are we?



our origins
The first Campaign against Hunger in the World was launched in
1959 by the Union of Catholic Action Women. It came as the res-
ponse to the Manifesto  issued by the World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) on 2nd July 1955, in which more
than one hundred Catholic women’s organisations declared “war
against hunger”.

50th anniversary
In the year 2009, Manos Unidas celebrated its 50th Campaign with
a series of regional and national commemorative acts. 50 years
after the first Catholic Action Women, many are the projects –more
than 25,000- that have made true the commitment to work to eradi-
cate the structural grounds of injustice. Over these 50 years, we
have not been alone. Manos Unidas has been accompanied by
hundreds of organisations, persons and families from the North and
South. We are a multitude and will be a lot more the “hearts that
see and act” to win the war against hunger. 

delegations
Manos Unidas is a national organisation with a diocesan structure.
With 71 Delegations, it is present throughout the whole Spanish
geography, this being one of Manos Unidas’ most important assets.
These Delegations carry the Manos Unidas message to the citi-
zens, disseminating the aims of the campaigns, raising awareness
on the problems of hunger in the world, and collecting donations
to use in development and sensitization projects. In order to meet
their objectives, each delegation is responsible for implementing
an endless number of initiatives: exhibitions, concerts, solidary
walks and meals, round tables, talks, press conferences, visits for
distributing materials in parishes and schools. They are also in
touch with public and private bodies, foundations, companies and
the media.

human capital
Manos Unidas is, by definition, an organisation of voluntary work-
ers. A distinguishing feature that materialises in the more than 4,500
volunteers who work all year round. Furthermore, in accordance
with our Articles of Association, the Manos Unidas governing bod-
ies are made up of volunteers. But, together with them, a small
number of people have contracts of employment, and they are an
inseparable part of the organisation, always respecting the princi-
ples and criteria of Manos Unidas.  

members & collaborators
Manos Unidas has the ongoing support of its members, whose eco-
nomic contributions are an important part of the organisation’s in-
come. 86,701 persons supported us with their donations in 2009.
In addition, Manos Unidas has the support of numerous external
collaborators who provide their specific professional and consul-
tancy services in issues related with law, economy, advertising…

Thanks to them all, the Manos Unidas task is possible.
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external relations
We live in a globalised world, where the relations between per-
sons, countries and continents are necessary and enriching.
Manos Unidas is a member of several international and national
organisations:

� Pontifical Council Cor Unum, Holy See body that coordinates
Catholic institutions devoted to development and charity all
over the world.

� CIDSE, International Cooperation for Development and Soli-
darity, an alliance of 16 Catholic organisations from Europe and
North America.

� CONCORD, NGO Confederation for Relief and Development,
consisting of more than 1,600 European organisations.

� CONGDE, Coordinator for Spanish Development NGOs, con-
sisting of member organisations and autonomic region coordi-
nators engaged in international cooperation.

� Fundación Sur, independent, non-profit making entity engaged
in promoting public awareness and the study of impoverished
countries.

� Pacto Global Contra la Pobreza, place of encounter for 20 re-
gional and autonomic NGO coordinators as well as numerous
cooperation councils and work groups.

� Foro de Laicos, coordination of Spanish Catholic associations.

� Consejo Nacional de Misiones, missionary coordination body
in Spain.

Governing Bodies

President

71 Delegate-Presidents from
the Episcopal Sees

1 Representative from the
Central Services

Standing Committee

General Assembly

The General Assembly is the supreme governing
body of Manos Unidas. It meets twice a year.

Myriam García Abrisqueta

President

Mons. J. José Omella

Councillor

Marcelino Casas

Vice-councillor

Soledad Suárez

Vice-president

Ana Álvarez de Lara

Secretary

Tomás Rodríguez

Treasurer

Ricardo Loy

Sec. Gen. of Catholic Action

Ángeles Díaz
Mª Elvira García 

Ana María Lopidana
Elena Martinicorena

Rosa Pradas

Representative delegates of
the General Assembly (5)

Ignacio Ussía
Clara Pardo

Sonsoles Fernández 

Central Services 
Representative (3)

Standing Committee

The Standing Committee is the governing body
that, subordinated to the General Assembly and
following its guidelines, directs Manos Unidas op-
erations. It meets once a month.  

Begoña de Burgos López was the President
of Manos Unidas until May 2009, when My-
riam García Abrisqueta was appointed as
the new President of the Organisation.
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Central Services are the technical and management services 
in charge of implementing the agreements adopted by the Organisation’s governing bodies.

Board of Directors

Central Services

Training Dept. Human Resources Dept. Volunteers Dept.

Communication Dept. Media Dept.

Campaigns Business Dept.

Area of Communication and Public Presence

Delegations Area

Financial Area

Management Bodies

Myriam García Abrisqueta

President

Rafael Serrano

Secretary

National Management Team President Vice-president Secretary Treasurer

Diocesan Management Team President/
Delegate

Vice-president/
delegate

Secretary Treasurer

Financial Dept. Members and Expansion Dept.

Education Dept. Studies and Documentation Dept.Education for Development Area

Personnel Area

IT Dept. Material Resources Dept.
Technical 

Secretariat Dept.  Planning Area

External Relations Office

Quality Department

Africa Dept. America Dept. Asia Dept.Projects Area

Link Operation Dept. Appropriate Technologies Dept.

Co-financing Department
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Manos Unidas focuses all its work on two complementary activities: 
raising the awareness of the Spanish society on the reality of developing
countries; and supporting and financing projects in Africa, America, 
Asia and Oceania to collaborate with the development 
of the peoples of the South.

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger is Millennium Development 
Goal 1; the slogan for the 2009 Manos Unidas Campaign was 
“Fighting hunger, a project for everyone”.
Manos Unidas invited each person to assume their own 
responsibility in building a better world, and keep on defending 
the “option for the poor”.

what do we do?



voluntary fast day and national day
Every year since 1970, at the initiative of the Spanish Bishops’ Council, Manos
Unidas has celebrated its National Day on the second Sunday of February- on
the 8th in 2009. The funds raised in parishes throughout Spain on this day were
allocated to our organisation. As usual, Voluntary Fast Day was held in Spain on
the previous Friday, the 6th, as a symbol of solidarity with the millions of people
around the world who are forced to fast throughout the year. In 2009 this day
was especially relevant, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary, and the bells
of the main cathedrals all over Spain tolled in unison. 

launching of the campaign
The opening celebration was held on 3rd February in the conference room of the
Mutua Madrileña insurance group. Begoña de Burgos, the President of Manos
Unidas, pointed out that the 2009 Campaign would work “in an ongoing manner
and with limitless faith” to achieve Millennium Development Goal 1. She also
highlighted, and gave thanks for, the generosity of so many people who support
us year after year, and thanks to whom Manos Unidas is possible. The act was
opened by the journalist and editor of “Pueblo de Dios”, Julián del Olmo, and
among its specials guests were Giovanna Ruggieri, the European President of
WUCWO, and the missionary Nieves Crespo.

50th anniversary forum
Manos Unidas held its 50th Forum at the Centre for Theological Studies in Seville
on the 13th-14th March, and highlighted how the financial crisis makes the situ-
ation of the underprivileged even worse. The meeting dealt with the fight against
hunger and its challenges at a time that the figure of those suffering from famine
was more than 1,000 million people. 

The opening conference was presided by the President of the Pontifical Council
Cor Unum, Cardinal Joseph Cordes. Another of the guests, the Director of the
World Food Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean, Pedro Medrano,
spoke extensively on the situation of fighting against poverty in that area of the
world. 

A round table was also held on the “fight against hunger in a world in crisis”,
presided by Antonio García Lizana, Professor of Applied Economics at the Uni-
versity of Malaga, and offered three panels of experiences dedicated to the three
continents. The Cardinal of Seville, Monsignor Amigo Vallejo attended as a spe-
cial guest, and the forum was closed by the Bishop Councillor of Manos Unidas,
Monsignor Omella and its President, Begoña de Burgos.

link operation
Link Operation is an activity aimed at putting individuals or groups of people into
contact with one or more projects that Manos Unidas supports in Southern coun-
tries. The aim is to contribute to a greater sensitization and commitment toward
Southern countries, by means of a series of reports explaining the situation and
the living conditions of the people being supported. Funds are also raised that
will be used to finance these projects, although, if the total amount is not covered,
Manos Unidas guarantees it will be carried out. In 2009 Manos Unidas carried
out 699 Link Operations.

education
The Education Department is in charge of preparing educational materials aimed
at Spanish schools. These materials are prepared every year for Nursery, Pri-
mary and Secondary Schools, and consist of a file, designed according to the
level, which contains activities, resources and documentation. The Department
also organises and gives a large number of courses for teachers, and various
workshops for specific formal and informal education communities.

Raising 
Public Awareness

9
Trip to Malí

DVD

Eucharist held in La Almudena Cathedral, Madrid, on the
Sunday of the Manos Unidas National Day.

Presentation of the Campaign at the Mutua Madrileña, Madrid.

Manos Unidas 50th Anniversary Forum, held in Seville.

Link Operation poster.

New Link Operation leaflet.

Educational materials 
for the 2009/2010 
campaign.



media
The communication activities carried out by Unidas are aimed at promoting the
presence of the organisation in Spanish society and in the media, disseminating
our message and work to raise the awareness of as many people as possible. 

In 2009, a group or journalists travelled to Mozambique, together with the Pres-
ident of the organisation, where they visited development projects and reported
on them in their respective media. Also, crews from two television programmes
travelled to Southern countries to make reports: TVE’s “Pueblo de Dios”, directed
by Julián del Olmo, travelled to Benin and Madagascar, and Canal Sur’s “Es po-
sible” visited Paraguay.

To help make our image of peoples of the South as full as possible, Manos Unidas
also prepares a whole range of informative and promotional materials: printed
and electronic bulletins, information leaflets, posters, press, radio and TV spots
and advertisements, inserts, videos, diaries, calendars…

Each year a new edition of the “Manos Unidas” Awards for Press, Digital Press,
Radio, Television and Posters, held to highlight the work of media professionals
who have stood out in the task of drawing the attention of the public opinion to
North-South inequality. In 2009, the awards ceremony was held in the CaixaFo-
rum Auditorium in Madrid.

As for advertisements, in 2009 we broadcasted a TV spot and a radio spot in
which we reminded the public that, although there are many phone numbers we
can call to order food, for the last  50 years there has also been one we can call
for fighting against hunger, that of Manos Unidas.

� “50 años bien cumplidos” video
Prepared by the “Pueblo de Dios” programme, it offers an extensive view of our institution and the task
it has carried out during its fifty years of existence, with pictures taken from development projects in
different countries.

� Pilgrimage to Rome
From 28th to 30th September, more than 100 persons from various places in Spain made a pilgrimage to
Rome to give thanks for the fruits distributed throughout the world during these years. At the general
audience held in St. Peter’s Square, Benedict XVI publically congratulated Manos Unidas on its 50th anni-
versary and for its work in favour of developing countries, and invited it to give a new impulse to the life
of faith, hope and charity, “so that your work continues to be an efficient sign of the presence of Jesus
Christ among those who suffer most”.

� Photography exhibition “Fifty Years of Manos Unidas”
The exhibition “Fifty Years of Manos Unidas” has travelled –and is still travelling- all over Spain to ce-
lebrate this special anniversary. It consists of 25 panels with a series of photographs from the Manos
Unidas archives, accompanied by explanatory texts, on the aims of the organisation and on the basic
facts of each of the continents where our work is carried out. To complete the exhibition, a guide and
some posters with the most significant photos have been published.

� Anniversary book “Declararon la guerra al hambre. Cincuenta años en la vida de Manos Unidas”.
Pedro Escartín, Vicar General of the Barbastro-Monzón dioceses and Councillor of General Catholic Ac-
tion wrote the book “Declararon la guerra al hambre. Cincuenta años en la vida de Manos Unidas”,
[“They Declared War against Hunger. Fifty Years in the Life of Manos Unidas”] which contains the de-
tailed history of the organisation from its origins to our days. It also includes a booklet of photographs.

� Presence of Manos Unidas at the II Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops 
The II Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops was held in the Vatican City between 4th-
25th October, on the theme of “The Church at the Service of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”. The
President of Manos Unidas took part as auditor in recognition of the task carried out by our association
on the African continent throughout its fifty years of history.

� “Message on occasion of the L anniversary of Manos Unidas” from the Spanish Bishops’ Council
In November 2009, the Spanish Bishops’ Council issued a public message of congratulations, gratitude
and stimulus for our organisation. The delivery of the document was attended by the Manos Unidas
Standing Committee. The President, Myriam Gª Abrisqueta, was invited to address the Bishops’ Council’s
Plenary Session.

special 50th anniversary
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Prize winners and sponsors of the 2009 Manos Unidas awards.

Manos Unidas on pilgrimage to Rome

“Fifty Years of Manos
Unidas” exhibition in
Marchena, Seville.

Front cover of the book 
“Declararon la guerra al hambre.

Cincuenta años en la vida 
de Manos Unidas”.

A moment during the “Synod for Africa”

TVE’s programme “Pueblo de Dios” trip to Madagascar in 2009.
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Manos Unidas funds projects for agricultural, health, educational and so-
cial development, and for promotion of women’s rights, aiming to help the
integral development of people in Third World countries. It also partici-
pates when required in emergency and humanitarian relief during catas-
trophes and other exceptional circumstances. 

For Manos Unidas, development is a process that must lead to social re-
form and changes in the North and South alike, so that decent living con-
ditions are reached for everyone. The projects are born out of the needs
of the population of less developed countries and are a tool to encourage
the development of peoples, their education, nutrition, etc. In short, they
have to contribute to the eradication of poverty. 

Collaboration by Manos Unidas is never used for warring or partisan
ends, or those that imply violence or aggression towards people or the
environment.

the process of a project
The process starts with an application or desire for change, and goes
through a process of acknowledgement and analysis of the reality to be
changed, ending in an action being determined for achieving this aim.
The steps of the process are: reception of the request from a local or-
ganisation in the South; study and discussion of the request by the team
in the corresponding geographical area, contact with the local partner
asking for the necessary documentation and information, and the prepa-
ration of a study record; proposal for the approval or refusal of the pro-
ject, stating the form of financing; the final decision of the approval or re-
fusal on the part of the Standing Committee. If the project is approved,
narrative and financial follow-up will be made, as well as a follow-up trip
and an evaluation report. 

Unfortunately, due to the limitation of our resources, we can only support
a part of the applications we receive.

participation of beneficiaries
We support those projects that are the result of reflection and analysis,
and we encourage participation by the target group, as the involvement
of those directly affected is an indispensable condition for the future sus-
tainability of the initiatives. 

We insist on the need for the local population to acquire sufficient tech-
nical knowledge so that the projects can keep on working once external
aid has come to an end. This is because our aim is not restricted to re-
solving specific needs, but encourages the processes which allow for
the identification of problems and the search for solutions on the part of
the beneficiaries. Furthermore, the projects require close monitoring,
which implies direct contact with our counterparts who are responsible
for the projects in the South. 

Development Projects



2009: projects around the world

AGRICULTURE
92 projects

Sum: 9,542,567.62 euros
Beneficiaries: 219,939 direct 

1,916,620 indirect

EDUCATION
261 projects

Sum: 12,871,857.44 euros
Beneficiaries: 199,363 direct

2,372,998 indirect

HEALTHCARE
130 projects

Sum: 8,266,759.78 euros
Beneficiaries:  1,653,684 direct

7,379,511 indirect

Sum: 4,504,009.13 euros
Beneficiaries: 5,138,234 direct

10,992,025 indirect
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2009: projects around the world
america

1. Bolivia, 16 projects (proj).
2. Brazil, 17 proj.
3. Colombia, 13 proj.
4. Ecuador, 10 proj.
5. El Salvador, 21 proj.
6. Guatemala, 13 proj.
7. Haiti, 29 proj.

8. Honduras, 6 proj.
9. Mexico, 5 proj.
10. Nicaragua, 9 proj.
11. Paraguay, 8 proj.
12. Peru, 26 proj.
13. Dominican Rep., 7 proj.

Total number of projects approved: 180.
Sum: 13,643,597.90 euros.
Beneficiaries: 300,093.

africa
1. Angola, 11 projects 
2. Benin, 10 proj.
3. Burkina Faso, 10 proj.
4. Burundi, 6 proj.
5. Cameroon, 15 proj.
6. Chad, 4 proj.
7. Côte d’Ivoire, 3 proj.
8. Egypt, 1 proj.
9. Eritrea, 1 proj.
10. Ethiopia, 12 proj.
11. Ghana, 11 proj.
12. Kenya, 9 proj.
13. Madagascar, 10 proj.
14. Malawi, 9 proj.
15. Mali, 8 proj.
16. Morocco, 2 proj.

17. Mauritania, 14 proj.
18. Mozambique, 20 proj.
19. Nigeria, 10 proj.
20. Niger, 2 proj.
21. Central African Rep., 3 proj.
22. Dem. Rep. of Congo, 22 proj.
23. Rwanda, 6 proj.
24. Senegal, 8 proj.
25. Sierra Leone, 5 proj.
26. Sudan, 5 proj.
27. Tanzania, 6 proj.
28. Togo, 9 proj.
29. Uganda, 17 proj.
30. Zambia, 4 proj.
31. Zimbabwe, 6 proj.

asia & oceania
1. Bangladesh, 3 projects
2. Cambodia, 2 proj.
3. Philippines, 7 proj.
4. India, 197 proj.
5. Iraq, 2 proj.
6. Israel, 2 proj.
7. Laos, 1 proj.
8. Lebanon, 3 proj.

9. Myanmar, 2 proj.
10. Papua-New Guinea, 1 proj.
11. Malaysia, 1 proj.
12. Sri Lanka, 4 proj.
13. Thailand, 4 proj.
14. Timor, 2 proj.
15. Vietnam, 22 proj.

PROMOTION
OF WOMEN
88 projects

Sum: 4,504,009.13 euros
Beneficiaries: 5,138,234 direct

10,992,025 indirect

SOCIAL PROMOTION
121 projects

Sum: 6,231,123.65 euros
Beneficiaries: 1,447,301 direct 

7,038,678 indirect

Total number of projects approved: 259.
Sum: 15,506,247.48 euros.
Beneficiaries: 1,644,905.

Total number of projects approved: 253.
Sum: 12,266,472.24 euros.
Beneficiaries: 6,713,523.

In 2009 Manos Unidas has approved 
a total number of 692 projects, 
in 58 countries, for a total sum of

41.416.317,62 euros.
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It continues providing economic support 
to projects from previous years. 

In 2009 there have been a total of 1,031 projects.
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Promotion of women: a
priority present in all

projects
The promotion of women is a task of ongoing importance.
Experience and life show us that investing in women as pro-
ducers of family income, educators of children and responsi-
ble citizens is an assured value, the benefits of which reach
not only the more reduced family scope, but also that of the
community, and therefore, of the country as a whole.

Every day Manos Unidas receives requests from the
remotest parts of Africa, Latin America, Asia and
Oceania, which we study and analyse in detail, as they
have to fulfil a basic requirement: the beneficiaries,
the true protagonists of the process, must also be the
promoters of the proposals and responsible for imple-
menting them. Once these initiatives have been stud-
ied and approved, they are developed in direct contact
with their beneficiaries and those in charge of the pro-
ject, guaranteeing that the funds received from the

Spanish society reach their destination. The action of
Manos Unidas in Southern countries focuses on five
work sectors: agriculture (improvements in living stand-
ards of the rural population); education (children,
young people and adults); healthcare (prevention and
curing of diseases); social promotion (increase of co-
mmunity awareness and responsibility); promotion of
women (recognition of their rights, and skills develop-
ment). The last of these is also an axis present in all
the previously-mentioned sectors.

Distribution of projects by SECTOR

5 work sectors

38%
Education

19%
Healthcare

Social Promotion
17%

Promotion
of women
13%

Agriculture
13%
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Social Promotion
A person is not completely fulfilled if he/she does not take part
as a social being in their relationship with the rest of the people
living around them. Through others, one acquires the fundamen-
tal values of life. Therefore, projects in this sector are aimed at
making the population aware of community responsibility and im-
proving the quality of life in these communities. For this purpose,
support is given to a wide range of activities such as the building
of infrastructures, the training of leaders, the adaptation of social
facilities or activities aimed at promoting Human Rights.

Healthcare
Without health, not even the most basic of the development goals
can be achieved. In its absence, it is difficult to make any pro-
gress. By supporting projects in this field, Manos Unidas aims to
prevent disease by creating, equipping and improving community
clinics and hospitals, promoting vaccination campaigns and pre-
ventive medicine, and by aiding in the training of health pro-
viders, and through other services.

Agriculture
Livestock farming and agriculture, primary and basic sectors, are
the main means of livelihood and subsistence for a large number
of people around the world. Despite their huge importance, these
sectors are threatened by unfair commercial measures and by a
lack of resources for their development, which forces many fami-
lies to emigrate to the cities in search of new opportunities. The
projects supported by Manos Unidas in this sector seek to pro-
mote agriculture and livestock farming, thus improving living
standards for the rural population through a range of different
initiatives.

Education
Education is one of the great priorities for development. The es-
tablishment of societies based on justice and equality which res-
pect people’s integral development and dignity as human beings,
largely depends on the promotion of education. 
The creation and equipping of schools or vocational training cen-
tres, the training and education of both children and adults,
courses which allow increased literacy rates and adult educa-
tion… are some of the goals that Manos Unidas supports in this
sector. 
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The women of Catholic Action who implemented the
Campaign against Hunger in Spain in 1959-1960 created a
Voluntary Fast Day, asking the persons involved to donate
what they had saved in food to help those who are dying of
hunger. The purpose of their request was twofold: ascetical
and pedagogical. They wanted to share the suffering of those
who have nothing to eat and grow in solidarity with them.
The first year 500,000 pesetas (3,000 euros) were raised. 

That seed, as we can see in this Report, has grown stay-
ing true to its original charisma, which makes Manos Unidas
stand out from other development organisations. 

The events being held on the occasion of the 50th An-
niversary are simple ones, as one can expect from an or-
ganisation like Manos Unidas. Here, I am going to highlight
just two of them. 

The first is the book “Declararon la guerra al hambre.

Cincuenta años en la vida de Manos Unidas”, by Pedro Es-
cartín, Vicar General of the Barbastro-Monzón Diocese. This
book has been a wonderful gift for Manos Unidas, because
it studies and gathers for the first time in detail the origin
and history of the Association, and is made available to
everyone. The history of Manos Unidas -Pedro Escarpín re-
minds us- is a marvellous and astonishing adventure facing
a problem that is completely disproportionate: hunger. “It is
also the story of an extraordinary sensitivity toward our
brethren that suffer and a generous personal involvement.
But, above all, it is the response of faith, which  assures that
five loaves of bread and two fish, all we have, is enough if
Jesus blesses them and starts to break them”.

The second is the «Message on the Occasion of the L
Anniversary of Manos Unidas», approved by the Standing
Committee of the Spanish Bishops’ Council in October 2009.

“It is more blessed to give
than to receive”

why do we do it?
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This document recalls the three types of hunger against
which the founders of Manos Unidas fought: bread, culture
and God. It also reminds us of how, since the first years
when the women who founded the organisation worked
with all the materials related with education for develop-
ment, as they were convinced they had not only to support
the communities of the South, but also to change the selfish
ways of thinking, feeling and behaving here. 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35),
says the Bishops’ document, at the same time as it invites
us to preserve the Christian and missionary identity of this
Association as a treasure. “The members of Manos Unidas
must also continue taking care of their original inspirations:
openness to others, the interest for others, sensitivity re-
garding suffering, accepting others and free gifts”.

An organisation like this is not only action, but also, and
fundamentally, a whole set of values to live and transmit.

The 50th Anniversary is the ideal occasion to render
thanks, and this document does just that. Thanks to all those
anonymous persons who support Manos Unidas. Thanks to
its members, collaborators and workers, who have placed

their “knowledge, time, assets, hearts and efforts” at the
service of the poor. The document sends them a message
of “congratulations, gratitude and stimulus”. Without them,
these 50 fruitful years would not have been possible. But
special thanks must go to those who have held posts as
President of the Association and to Bishops-Councillors.
And thanks to the missionaries who, with their good work
and knowledge of the reality of developing countries, know
how to channel the requests and aid to make them efficient
and bearers of hope. The good work and generous devotion
of all those who have produced wonderful fruits de solidari-
ty generating life and hope. 

It is a pleasure and honour to be able to work and col-
laborate with Manos Unidas. With God’s help we shall con-
tinue working with will and generosity, doing our best to
eradicate hunger in the world.

+ Juan José Omella Omella 
Bishop of Calahorra & La Calzada-Logroño

and Manos Unidas Councillor
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�The funds raised by Manos Unidas in 2009 have been 
54,021,970 euros.

� 77.2% of our income comes from private sources, 
while only 22.8% is from the public sector. 

� 92.1% of the total income is allocated to Manos 
Unidas’ aims (87% to development projects and 5.1% 
to awareness-raising actions).

� Our members, representing 34.7% of the income, 
are the mainstay on which Manos Unidas is built.

our accounts



Euros
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 2009

INCOME

EXPENSES

1) Includes private donations, organisations and foundations, companies and anonymous entities.
(2) Includes extraordinary results, refund/cancellation of subsidies granted in previous years, positive exchange differences and applied provisions.
(3)This figure corresponds to 692 projects approved, plus the third of the four annuities of the Ethiopia and Senegal Agreements.

* The surplus of the year 2009 will be used for approving new projects in 2010.

Members and donors (1)

Parishes and religious institutions

Schools

Emergencies

Inheritances and bequests

Awareness-raising projects

Private grants

Financial income

Other private income

TOTAL PRIVATE SECTOR

Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation

Local and Regional Administration

TOTAL PUBLIC SECTOR

INCOME RAISED

OTHER INCOME (2)

TOTAL INCOME 2009

18,282,680.-

14,095,781.-

1,654,444.-

0.-

3,651,493.-

1,970,128.-

257,556.-

515,314.-

292,377.-

40,719,773.-

4,426,667.-

7,583,608.-

12,010,275.-

52,730,048.-

1,291,922.-

54,021,970.-

34.7%

26.7%

3.1%

0.0%

6.9%

3.7%

0.5%

1.0%

0.6%

77.2%

8.4%

14.4%

22.8%

100%

Awareness-raising

Development projects:

- Projects (3) 44,304,741.-  

- Project management 2,237,095.-

TOTAL MANOS UNIDAS AIMS

PROMOTION & INCOME RAISING

ADMINISTRATION & STRUCTURE

TOTAL EXPENSES 2009

SURPLUS 2009*

2,725,604.-

46,541,836.-

49,267,440.-

1,015,172.-

3,236,849.-

53,519,460.-

502,509.-

5.1%

87.0%

82.8%

4.2%

92.1%

1.9%

6.0%

100%

Euros
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Source of income

Expenses

Expenses allocation criteria
The expenses shown on page 20 are classified in Manos Unidas’ Aims and Operating Costs.

� MANOS UNIDAS’ AIMS:

- Awareness-raising: This section contains the expenses of the Education for Development Area, including those of personnel hired exclusively for preparing
educational materials, coordinating campaigns, holding forums and seminars, etc. 

- Projects: This includes the amount of the total number of projects approved in the year. 

- Project Management: These are the travelling expenses for trips made to identify and monitor projects, project area personnel expenses, and the auditing and
financed project assessment fees.

� OPERATING COSTS:

- Promotion & Income Raising: Includes the Communication Area expenses used for raising funds and advertising the organisation’s activity.

- Administration & Structure Expenses: These are the expenses generated by the organisation’s management and administration, i.e. Presidency costs, Human
Resources, IT, General Secretariat, Quality Department, Finance, Member Management, Delegation Management and External Relations.

Public sector
22.8%

1.9% Promotion
and Income

Raising 1.9%  Promotion 
and Income Raising

Administration & Structure
6.0% 

Administration and Structure
6.0% 

Awareness-raising
5.1% 

Members
and donors

34.7%

3.1%  Schools

6.9%  Inheritances & bequests

3.7%  Awareness-raising projects
2.1%  Others*

* Private subventions, financial income
and other private income.

* Manos Unidas’ Aims: development projects, 
project management and awareness-raising.

77.2% 
Private sector

Parishes and 
religious institutions
26.7%

Local and regional 
Administration          14.4% 

8.4% 
Spanish Agency for International

Development Cooperation

92.1% 
Manos Unidas’ Aims*

87.0% 
Development projects
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Income evolution
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62.1
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2005

46.3

2006

60.9

2007

53.6

2008

54.0

2009

56.4

External Audit 
Our accounts have been audited and approved 
by ESPAUDIT GABINETE DE AUDITORíA, S. A.
Should you wish to see the full audit report, you will find it on:
www.manosunidas.org
If you prefer a printed copy, you can request one 
at Manos Unidas delegations.

Fundación Lealtad
Manos Unidas complies with all transparency and 
best practice requirements established for 
NGOs by FUNDACIóN LEALTAD: www.fundacionlealtad.org 

AECID
It has been designated by the Spanish Agency 
for International Development Cooperation (AECID) 
as a qualified body to provide optional funding 
for collaboration agreements.
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Transparency
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acknowledgements

Companies
� A. Feliciano
� Aarbei Cartera E Inversiones
� Agropecuaria S. Sebastián
� Aguas Minerales De Firgas
� Aguirre Zamora Asociados
� Almadraba Cabo Plata
� Anadore y Ferlo
� Apen Informática
� Arci Ibérica
� Artegraf
� Asociación de la Prensa
� Ator Motor
� Autobuses La Villavesa
� Axemia Confecciones
� Barlovento Comunicaciones
� Barracuda Hoteles
� Belabarce
� Bon Preu
� Brentor Consulting Inc.
� Business Morales
� Calzados Pablo
� Can Xiol
� Carburos Metálicos
� Cargo Empalme
� Caro In Action
� Carpintería Metálica S. Mateo
� Cartonajes Santorromán
� Cbs Outdoor Spain
� Centro Médico Medicina Avanzada
� Cerámica Utzubar
� Cerro Canela
� Chocrón Serrano
� Cifras Import
� Clínicas Dr. Juan Cabrera
� Club El Candado Campo de Golf
� Comunic. y Produc. del Sur
� Congelados Peymar
� Consultors Esportius de Balears
� Cooperativa del Campo San Isidro
� Cooperativa Guadalquivir
� Corporación Empresarial Igor
� Cre Ingenieros
� Cursos Audiovisuales Unq
� Delagencia Comunication
� Deseo Sin Limites
� Desguaces Paris
� Devon Holding
� Domingo Alonso
� Duer Aures
� Ecointegral

� Edificios Afelsa
� El Corte Inglés 
� El Pozo Alimentación
� Emp. Comerc. e Ind. Valencianas
� Empresa Plana
� Era 7 Information Tegnologies 
� Espais Promocions Immobiliaries
� Espaudit
� Estaliunaya
� Explot. Agrícola Ventosilla
� Explot. Agrícolas Virgen de Fátima
� Eyodesa
� Farmacia Cb Fernández y González
� Faustina Heras
� Ferrero Ibérica
� Fidelo Vilarreal
� Fomento de Desarrollo Comercial
� Fortuny Artigas
� Fulgencio Spa
� Geograma 
� Gomarfo
� Gómez Liñan Hermanos 
� Grupo Horizontes 
� Guadalmina Golf
� Habana 200
� Hermanos Clemente Pérez
� Hidral
� Hermanos Gómez Liñán
� Hospital Pro. Ntra. Sra. de Sonsoles
� Ikerlan Soc. Coop.
� Imprenta Rápida Llorens
� Informática Lanzarote
� Inproquisa
� International Business Machines
� Inversiones Jamie
� Inversiones Ereño
� Inversiones Gayarre
� Jardines del Barrio
� La Ceres Industrial
� Libecrom
� Llobet de Fortuny 
� Lokimica
� Manero Constructor
� Manganorte 
� Mantecados Gamito Hermanos
� Manufacturas Ruiz
� M.C.Z.Z. Dolina Asociados
� Metalúrgicas Martínez
� Miguel García Sánchez e Hijos
� Misisuga
� Monte Cardo

� Monte Corinto
� Netobril
� Nuclenor Centrales Nucleares
� Oleaginosas del Ebro
� Olvasoft
� Optim
� Orona
� Osormego
� Pan Foix
� Panaderías Navarras
� Paulus Blanco
� Peñola Mendosa XXI
� Porcelanosa
� Publicitaria Jove
� Recauto
� Recreativos Saetabis
� Reiter Solutions
� Revista del Vallès
� Saicarje
� Sony España
� SOS Cuétara
� Supermercado Pujol
� Tarafa Editora de Publicaciones
� Tech Data España
� Toral Consultores
� Trosnimisu
� Universal de Alimentación
� Urbanizadora Villamartín
� Valles Preu
� Vetesa
� Villarreal Fidelo
� Vistalegre Miramar
� Vodafone España
� Yellow Rose Investiment
� Zarabuilding

Banks
� Banco Popular
� Banco de Valencia
� Banco Sabadell
� BBVA
� Caixa Manlleu
� Caixa Manresa
� Caixanova
� Caja Círculo Católico de Burgos
� Caja de Ah. del Mediterráneo
� Caja de Segovia
� Caja Duero
� Caja Extremadura
� Caja Laboral 
� Caja Murcia

� Caja Rural de Albal
� Caja Rural Central
� Caja Rural de Albacete
� Caja Rural de Onda
� Caja Rural S. Vicente Ferrer
� Cajasur
� Ceca
� La Caixa
� Santander

Associations & Foundations
� Acotemun
� Antig. Alum. Col. Consolación
� Asoc. Enrique Rayerri
� Asoc. Amas de Casa de Toledo 
� Asoc. Cofradías Ciudad Real 
� Asoc. Amas Casa (Melgar)
� Asoc. Garenok  
� Cáritas 
� Centros de Cultura Popular 
� Colectivo Brihuela 
� Cottolengo Alicante
� Fundación Abel Matute 
� Fund. Canaria Iohannes Baptista
� Fundación Catalana Alejandre
� Fundación Ecología y Desarrollo
� Fundación Empresa y Sociedad
� Fundación Enrique Esteve Balet 
� Fundación Fuentes Dutor
� Fund. Hosp. de Pobres de Requena
� Fundación Jesús Serra 
� Fundación José Mª Imaz 
� Fundación La Caixa
� Fundación Launtza 
� Fundación Naranjo Galván 
� Fundación Privada Miarnau
� Fundación Puig Porret 
� Fundación Univ. C. San Antonio
� Hermandad El Salvador del Mundo 
� Hermandad Oración en el Huerto
� Misión Católica de Fo Bouré 

Media
Manos Unidas would especially
like to thank all the national, re-
gional and local media (newspa-
pers, magazines, radio and televi-
sion channels) for broadcasting
our messages and for the free
publication and broadcasting of
our announcements and spots. 

The work we carry out to help the world’s poorest countries would be impossible without Manos Unidas’ friends and collaborators.
A long list of volunteers, employees, members, individual and collective donors (schools, parishes…), companies, banks, associations
and foundations support this work through donations, co-funding of development projects, sponsoring initiatives or by providing a
range of services. Many thanks to all of you. 

Below we include some of the most significant ones. Due to limitations of space we cannot mention them all. We do not include
the list of bodies that co-fund development projects as they figure in our “Projects Book”, published alongside this Annual Report. 

Many, many thanks to you all
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delegations

In 2010 we are working on
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOAL 1:

“Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger”

AND NUMBER 7:
“Ensure environmental sustainability”

Collaborate, call us on 902 40 07 07

15001 A CORUÑA
Marqués de Cerralbo, 11 / Tel. 981 20 56 59
02002 ALBACETE
Teodoro Camino, 8 / Tel. 967 21 23 15
28801 ALCALÁ DE HENARES (Madrid)
Vía Complutense, 8 bis / Tel. 91 883 35 44
03003 ALICANTE
Arquitecto Morell, 10-2.ª esc. 1.º / Tel. 96 592 22 98
04001 ALMERÍA
Gómez Ulla, 8 - 2º izq. / Tel. 950 27 67 80
24700 ASTORGA (León)
Hnos. La Salle, 6 - bajo / Tel. 987 60 25 36
05001 ÁVILA
Pza. Teniente Arévalo, 6 / Tel. 920 25 39 93
06005 BADAJOZ
Avda. Antonio Masa, 11 / Tel. 924 24 89 51
22300 BARBASTRO (Huesca)
Gral. Ricardos, 28 - 1.º / Tel. 974 31 49 75
08007 BARCELONA
Rambla de Cataluña, 32, 1.º 1.ª / Tel. 93 487 78 78
48005 BILBAO
Banco de España, 3, 2.º dcha. / Tel. 94 416 03 68
09003 BURGOS
Pza. Mayor, 9, 1.º izda. / Tel. 947 20 73 61
10003 CÁCERES
General Ezponda, 2, 2.º Izda. / Tel. 927 21 44 14
11001 CÁDIZ
Hospital de Mujeres, 26 / Tel. 956 21 49 72
12001 CASTELLÓN
Cazadores, 35 / Tel. 964 22 88 58
51001 CEUTA
Pza. de Africa, s/n, / Tel. 956 51 51 74
13003 CIUDAD REAL
Casa de San Pablo. Caballeros, 9  / Tel. 926 25 54 67
37500 CIUDAD RODRIGO (Salamanca)
S. Fernando, 13 - 1.º izda. / Tel. 923 48 20 35
14008 CÓRDOBA
Concepción, 4, 1.º B / Tel. 957 47 95 78
16002 CUENCA
Avda. Rep. Argentina, 25 / Tel. 969 22 20 22
15402 EL FERROL (A Coruña)
Magdalena, 153, 1.ª dcha. / Tel. 981 30 03 18
28901 GETAFE (Madrid)
Olivo, 12 / Tel. 91 683 89 85
17002 GIRONA
S. J. Bautista La Salle, 19, 2.º 2.ª / Tel. 972 20 05 25
18009 GRANADA
Pza. Campillo, 2, 5.º G y H, 1 / Tel. 958 22 66 20
Venezuela, 7 - Colonia Sanz Vázquez

19005 GUADALAJARA
Tel. 949 21 82 20
18500 GUADIX (Granada)
Santa María, 13 / Tel. 958 66 35 92
21001 HUELVA
Alcalde Coto Mora, 1, entlo. / Tel. 959 25 33 88
22002 HUESCA
Pza. de la Catedral, 3 - 1.º / Tel. 974 22 65 56
07800 IBIZA (Baleares)
Pedro Francés, 12, 2.º / Tel. 971 31 27 74
22700 JACA (Huesca)
Seminario, 8, 3.º / Tel. 974 36 22 51
23007 JAÉN
Maestro Bartolomé, 7, dupl. / Tel. 953 25 01 14
11405 JEREZ (Cádiz)
Sevilla, 53 / Tel. 956 18 01 56
35003 LAS PALMAS DE G. C.
Cebrián, 61 / Tel. 928 37 13 07
24002 LEÓN
Padre Isla, 50, Esc. A - 5º Dcha.
Tel. 987 24 84 08
25002 LLEIDA
Blondel, 11, 3.º / Tel. 973 26 91 04
26004 LOGROÑO
Obispo Fidel García, 1 / Tel. 941 24 78 88
27001 LUGO
Cruz, 3 / Tel. 982 22 95 02
28013 MADRID
Pza. del Callao, 4 - 4.º / Tel. 91 522 17 83
07703 MAHÓN (Menorca)
Bastión, 1 / Tel. 971 36 38 15
29015 MÁLAGA
Strachan, 6 - 3.º Izda. / Tel. 95 221 44 47
52004 MELILLA
General Aizpuru, 23 / Tel. 952 67 42 01
30003 MURCIA
Pintor Villacis, 6 - 1.º dcha. / Tel. 968 21 40 29
32003 OURENSE
Rua do Progreso, 26 / Tel. 988 37 23 73
33003 OVIEDO
San Isidoro, 2 - 1.º / Tel. 98 520 31 61
34001 PALENCIA
Antonio Maura, 2 Ent. Izqda. / Tel. 979 75 21 21
07001 PALMA DE MALLORCA (Baleares)
Seminario, 4 / Tel. 971 71 89 11
31001 PAMPLONA
Dormitalería, 1 / Tel. 948 21 03 18
10600 PLASENCIA (Cáceres)
Ronda Higuerilla, 16 - 2.º H / Tel. 927 42 34 05

36003 PONTEVEDRA
Peregrina, 50 entreplanta / Tel. 986 85 08 12
37002 SALAMANCA
Rector Lucena, 20, 5.º A / Tel. 923 26 15 47
20002 SAN SEBASTIÁN
Zabaleta, 5, 3.º / Tel. 943 28 50 00
38002 SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE 
Pérez Galdós, 16 / Tel. 922 24 34 42
39001 SANTANDER
Rualasal, 5, 3.º / Tel. 942 22 78 07
15702 SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Rúa del Villar, 18 / Tel. 981 58 49 66
40003 SEGOVIA
Pza. San Esteban, 13 (Obispado) - Tel. 921 46 02 71
41004 SEVILLA
Pza. Virgen de los Reyes, s/n. / Tel. 95 422 75 68
25250 SOLSONA-BELLPUIG (Lleida)
Avd. Preixana,16 / Tel. 973 32 01 83
42002 SORIA
San Juan, 5 - 1.º / Tel. 975 23 14 90
50500 TARAZONA (Zaragoza)
Pza. de la Seo, 11 - 1.º / Tel. 976 64 03 42
43003 TARRAGONA
Sant Francesc, 16 - 2.º / Tel. 977 24 40 78
44001 TERUEL
Yagüe de Salas, 18 bajo / Tel. 978 61 18 45
45002 TOLEDO
Trinidad, 12 / Tel. 925 22 99 11
43500 TORTOSA (Tarragona)
Cruera, 5, bajo / Tel. 977 51 14 28
25700 URGEL (Lleida)
Pza. Cardenal Casañas, s/n. / Tel. 973 88 05 07
46003 VALENCIA
Pza. Comunión de S. Esteban, 1 - bajo / Tel. 96 391 91 29
47002 VALLADOLID
Simón Aranda, 13, 1.º / Tel. 983 30 50 65
08500 VIC (Barcelona)
Ronda de Camprodón, 2 / Tel. 93 886 15 55
36204 VIGO (Pontevedra)
Vázquez Varela, 54, 2.º B / Tel. 986 42 36 96
01004 VITORIA
Fueros, 6, 1.º izqda. / Tel. 945 23 11 79
49001 ZAMORA
Ramos Carrión, 18 / Tel. 980 53 20 91
50001 ZARAGOZA
Pza. de la Seo, 6, Bajos / Tel. 976 29 18 79

Against hunger,
defend Earth
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Barquillo, 38-3º. 28004 Madrid

Tel.: 91 308 20 20 - Fax: 91 308 42 08

www.manosunidas.org - info@manosunidas.org


